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Department of Justice, 
1 Atten. Мг. G. Edgar Hoover, 


"FORMATION CONTAINED 


Н 
L OR 


Washington, р. C. ALL: 
| i N IS UNCLASSIFIED 
4 Dear Mr. Hoovers 224-00 Вее 
“ 
жаши 


The appended article was printed in ele т York Times issue ef fu 


nw Bepteuber 32, 1940 and íf based en preven facts ,should be of vital importance to | 


% 


Wer Department as well as to that ef ether nations вот eontrollea оу insane dictato! 


If as the auther states, the teleforee has oeen perfected by Nikola Tesla, 
= would be a measure of feresightedness te insure kis constant guarding — his b 
molested ,possibly kidnapped and tertured,by alien enemies fer the purpose of 904211 
- the secret ef such an invaluable instrument ef war and/er defense 
The feregming is offered just in case the article amd iis inferences have no 
~ been called te your attestion. 


Very truly yours 
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NY Tome2 vv fo 
“Death Ray” for Planes 


Nikola |Tesis, one of the truly 
great indjntors who celebrated his 
eighty-f h birthday on July 10, 
tells the|| writer that he stands 


re&dy to‘adivulge to the United 
States Government the secret of his 
"teleforce," with which, he said, 
airplane motors would Ба melted at 
а distance of 250 miles, so that an 
invisibla Chinese Wal) of Defense 
would be built around the country 
against any attempted attack by an 
enemy air force, no matter how 


ge. 

This “‘teleforce,” he said, is based 
on ап entirely new principle of 
physics that “по one has ever 
dreamed about,” different from the 
principle embodied in his inventions 
relating to the transmission of elac- 
trical power from a distance, for 
which he has received a number of 
basio patents. This new type of 
force, Wr. Тема said, would oper- 
ate through а beam one onehun- 
dred-millionth of a square canti- 
meter in diameter, and could be 
generated from a special plant that 
would cost no more than §2,000,000 
and would take only about three 
months to construct. 

A dozen such plants, located et 
strategic points along the coast, ac 
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be 
enough to defend ве country 
against all possible aeria) attack. 
Fhe beam woyld melt any engine, 
whether Diese] or gusoline-driven, 
and would also ignite the explosives 
aboard any bomber. No possible 
defense against it could be devised, 
he asserts, as the beam woffid be 
&ll-penetrating. m 


High Vacuum Xiíminated 


The beam, he states, involves fo 
new inventions, two of which al 
ready have been tested. 






One of | gum is 
these is а method and врага 









method for утоа 

dous eleetrion! repelling force.” 
This would be the projector, or 
gun, of the system. The voltage 
for propelling the beam to Из objec- 
tive, according to the inventor, 
will attain a potential of 50,000,000. . 


ts. ` 

With this enormous voltage, he 
said, microscopic electrical parti- 
cles of matter will be catapulted on 
their mdission of defensive deatruc- 
tion. He has been working on this 
invention, he added, for many years 
and has recently made а number of. 
improvements in it. а 

Mr. Tesla makes one important 
stipulation. Should the government 
decide to take up his offer he would 
go to work at once, but they would - 
have to trust him. He would suf- 
fer “по interference from experts." [-- 

In ordinary times such & condi-!. 
tion would very likely interpose an 
insuperable obstacle. But timeg be- 
ing what they are, and with the 
nation getting ready to spend bil- 
lions for ational defense, at the 
same time taking in consideration 
the reputation of Mr. Tesla as an 
inventor who always was many 
years ahead of his time, the ques- 
tion srises whether it may not be 27 
advisable to take Мг. Tesla at his 
word and commission him to go 
ahead with the cónstruction of his 
telsforce plant. 


Buch a Device “Invaluable” 


After all, $2,000,000 would be rela- 
tively а very small sum compared 
with what is et stake. If Mr. Tesla || 
really fulflllg his promise the re- 
sult achieved would be truly stag- 
geríng. Not only would it save bil- 
lions now planned for air defense, 
by making the country absolutely 
impregnable against any air attack, 
but it would also save many more 
billions in property that would |. 
otherwise be surely destroyed no 
matter how strong the defenses are 
— miele current events in Eng- 


Take, for example, the Panama 
Canal. No matter how strong the 
defenses, а suicide squadron of dive 
bombers, according to some ex- 
perts, 
through 
un- |. 
in which case our Navy 
might find itself bottled up. 

Considering the probabilities in: 
the case even if the chances were 
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Тема the 
odds would still be largely in favor | 
of taking a chance on apending 
$2,000.000. In the opinion of the- 
Writer, who has known Mr. Tesla 
fer many years and can testify that 
Же still! retains ful intellectual 

igor, the authorities in charge of 
ААА Е the national defense should 
et once lock into the matter. The 
insignificant compared with 
the magnitude of the 
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Я > y wish to acknowledge r ef your - 
tter дама Septenber 24, 1940 — with sate p 
enelosure. — EE u$ | м 
k د‎ азы оба А Ж; 
_ this information to my attention are indeed 
appreciatod, and you may be assured your letter 
will receive appropriate consideration. 


Sincerely yours, 
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ST | | 
UNSUBS --- EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF М 
CEASED, МИХ FSPIO = М. RETEL ANDER ABOVE READING TO BUREAU 
FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN MINE LAST. INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA BIE 
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS SENEEENENK STATED IN 
REFERENCE TELETYPE. ОМ THE MIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, ARTE. GEORG 

CLARK, AND KENNETH^SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITH A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA. 
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT ИЕ WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR А 
WILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 
YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE А 
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVE 
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY. 
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN- 
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO- 
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE 
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS 
NOW IN POSSESSION OPESENNEEEK KOSANOVICH, ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN 
NINE;GORSUCH AND МХ FTIZGERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO 
HOTEL'AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT two 
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO 
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED 
AT THAT NRX TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY 
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SIN 
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO ABMNENX BEEN SEALED AND 
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN — t IN VIEW OF FACT TESL. 
IS А US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS 
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY ÍS DOUBTFUL BUT MN FEELS THAT NO OTHER 
AGENCY WILL BE Yolk, GET GMMX TO THIS PROPERTY РОЯ AT LEAST TWO DAYS 
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PAGE TWO = i 

AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE 
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTYINTO HIS CUS- 

TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, АЛИШЕВ ALLEGED BY INFORMANT 
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 

A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 

THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY . 


^ Free A ът 
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OVED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL 


APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL 
MENEKX DEPT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE- 
PORT HE WAS МИХ VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT МЕК MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT 
INVENTOR. THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 


PRIOR TO THAT TIME.  KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAY MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOY 


v а ғ 4 сазға зале т +9 4- 69 MF 4 Aur w LITWY Ww 4 Ru ты MN, w 


QUOTE MERREENNK PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP- 
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE. 
SWEEZEY IS А WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO 

IS ЗЕФЕКХ DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD 
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTRQL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER 
TO USE THEM IN WRITING А BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. ІТ IS 
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER 
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF 17. SUGGEST THAT, 
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH- 
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON "ШК COULD NOT BE REVIEWED OF 
ШЕК EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL- 


OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED, 
FOXWORTH 
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DIRECTOR 
COAT 
UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, [LN EXPERIMENTS AN 
TESLA, DECEASED. ESPIONAGE - M. NIKOLA TESLA, ON 
STANDING SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED 
TEEN FORTY THREE AT THE KOTEL NEW YORKER, NEW услу БЕ 
LIFETIME, НЕ CONDUCTED МАМУ EMPERINENTS Рс СОГОТ 
TRAWSMISSION OF ELECTRICAL 750222 AND MEER 211 
THE DEATH ПАУ. ACCORDING TO INFORMATION FURNISHED | 
ТЧАШЕ SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, THE NOTES АНА 
EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF? ү 
У1ТТАҺТ7Е THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, ANE 
TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP THEM FROM FALLIN ЕЁ 
4 , UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR EFFORT OF THE UN ЖЕЖ 
ING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE OF TESLA, МАМЕР 
«А5 INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS т; SESSION OF 
THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLANS.  SPANFL BELIEVE HERE IS A 
STRONG LIXELIHQ@D THAT KOSANOVICH WILL МАКЕ THIS MATERIAL AVAILAELE To 
. 10 The ENEMY, БРАКЕ] ADVISED С TWO HEADZLARTERS IN WASHINGTON, AS 
ШЕМ. AS МЕ MORKIN OF THE DEPARTMENT Or JUSTICE IN WASHINGTON, CONCERING 
THE АЕСУЕ. ЗРАЦЕЬ WAS ALSC INTELEPHCNIC COMNUNICATION WITH E» Dx D 
02809, ONE OF THE ADVISORS TC VICE PRESIDENT WALLACE CONCERNING THIS 
“ATTER, AND LOZADO TOLD SPANEL Wim»: THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY 
INTERESTED IN THE EFFECTS OF TESLA AND REQUESTED SPANFL ТО LOSE NO TINE 
ІЧ ЭОТМС ALL НЕ COULD TO PRESERVE WElWA THEM, PLOYCE FITZGERALD, AN 
.LECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD BEEN QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING HIS Y Irr 
TIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORX OFFICE THAT CN JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN 
FORTY THREE, SAVA KOSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, WHC IS IN CHARGE OF THE vus- 
= UH AND LAEORATORY FOR RCA, AND KENNETH SWEZEY OF ONE SI» THREE MILTON 
~TREET, BROOLKYU, NY, WENT TO TESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEY YORKER, AND WITH 
THE ASSISTANCE OF A` LOCKSMITH BROKE INTO A SAFE WHICH TESLA 
AD INHIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLE PAPERS, INCLUDING 
IMPORTANT WEE ELECTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN THE 
PAST MONTH, TESLA TOLD PITZGERALS THAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION VIin 
THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OFA ELECTRICAL POWER HAD BEEN COMPLETED AN Dggorosort 
PERFECTED., r 
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A REVCLUTION- 
THE NATICNS, 
AVAILAELE 

TO FITZ- 
CATIONS 

BOME PLACE IN 
B А WORKING 

ЕС BUILD IN 
“ЕОУЕРМОВ 

HIS MODEL 
XSMISSION OF 
CONVERSATIONS 
S CONTAINING 
ED BY HIM. 

Ы ON SHOULD 


СТТЕЗЕРАЕО ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND 
АРУ TYPE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE E 
ІТ IS FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT B 
TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEN 
GEARLD ВУ TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS 

AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THI? 
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. HE ALSO KNOWS THAT $ 
MODEL OF TESLAS WHICH COST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND ІМ 
A SAFETY a DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TESLA 
CLINTON X HOTEL, AND RQ FITZGEARLD Е 
HAS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY OR THE WIRES 
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FIT2GEARLA 

THAT HE HAS SOME MEX EIGHTY VEN TRUNKS INDIFFER 
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS 
BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF 
EE TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIE 
FOXWORTH 


CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAME THAT SHOULD APPEAR 
IS NOT FITZGERALD Ф 0 AS IT SOMETIMES IS 
SPELLED 


HOLD 
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—B ВЕ; СОНИ SUETE Mr. Quinn Tam: 

SM AN ANS goer ЕХРСРТЬРМТЅ A Tele. Room__ 
WV е ОР NIKOLA ТЕБ Mr. Nease 

Ka Ç, : SPIONAS. = 1 Miss Beahm__ — 


И Miss Gandy 2 
Nikola Tesla, one of the world's ovtsta 


the electrical field, died at his residence in th 
York Sits, on January 7, 1943. їп the course cf | 
телу experiments with respect to the transpission 
of radio ani what is commonly celled thes#/Death Ra; 
respect to the wireless trerscission of electrical 
beer, co! pleted and cerfested, and Tesla had alse со 
revolutionary type of torpedo whica ів not in use p 
time, Тһе specifications, exolanations of the basi 
of Tesla's scientific endeavore are reported to be 
кое d to have some ВО trunks in different places Аи по *ranscriots end 
lens hevin- to do with his experinerts es well as а workin- model о” спа of 
528 developer +3 in tte safet; decosit box at t^e Зөтеғпог Clinton Hotel. 
—— 










— int AE xperinent п reported to the 
NT York Office b; A. М Spenel/an2 Bloycd Fitzgerati, , rst latter ап electrical 
engineer wo had heen ats бісве to Tesla, Bota of these individusls heve 
indicated thet ro sters heve been taxen to ргестгуе Tesla'te records and models 
ог to keep tuem from felling irto the hands of individuale sympatnetic to the 
ig AXIS DOWerR, 
Tesla hes a cistant relative by the name of о, wom he 
y intersely disliked.  Kos&zovich is reported to be taking steps to се nossession 
ОҒ these important documents and plans, an3 Sparel bel ieves there is a strong 
liltelihood that Kosanovich will make such informetion available to the enemy. 


= и 
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С On January 7, 1945, *osanovic^, accompenied by 2eorzelClark, in cn&rge of tre w f 

E Museum and Lever ratory for RCA, алі Kenneth: желеу of "rooklyn, New Yor“, Setare 

С Tesla's rooms at ue orel New Yorker where, with the aid of a locksmith, th 81%, 
' broke inte a pred in which Tesla kept some o CORB le papers incl din 

E important е]етігісв1 бой, еа a et — & 563 : WE 

E їр 0-223 ] -F 

a INDEXED ~|/00-¢4 v 

ш ^ч Мт. Epanel, in addition to reportin: there developments P the Pureau, 

ры 

=ч 


hes also advised the headouerters of the Military Intellizehce Division, а ir. 

Yorkin of the Departuent of Justice in jeshington, ө dj Dr. JAN121801943« | 
of the advisors to Vice President “ellece. Lozado aRvised Spanel that e 
Government was vitelly inter» sten in the effects of 
о loose no time in doin all he could te prgser 
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Yenorandum for tne Director 


The New York Office was instructed to disd 
with the State's Attorney іп New York City with the f 
Kosanovich into custody or a burglary charge and оъ Й the various pevers 
which Kos&novich is reported to have taken from Tes fi It was pointed 
out that any activities pursued by the State's Atto Ld be hardled in 
e most secret fashion in order to avoid any publici фий ра: есі to Tesla's 
inventions, The New York Office was also instructae р the Surrogate 
Court in order that stops could be placed egainst th "ef Tesla both in 
hir hotel and алу other points, in particular, the "ull boxes that he ma 
have in order thet no onc mey enter t'en witiout а fures tetive being 
present and every precaution taken to preserve the secrec Шіза"Б inventions, 
The New York Cffice is to keer the“ Bureau advised of all 4 


Respectfully, 
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Sreheral Bureau of Investigation 
Зи Ней States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 


January 12, 1943 





MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


On Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. ҰЛ called me 
in connection with the death of Nikol esia. He ad 
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili 
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o 
Tesla, who had dted on January 7th. He understood 
the War Department was interested in this matter and 

that apparently the Alien Property Custodian's office 

was t&king some action. He desired to know whether the 


from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would seize possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith 


along the same lines. 


which the Bureau could or AN take. 
eo 
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Miss Beahm 







Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 


indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian 
I told him that in view of the fact 

he was going to handle the matier with the Alien Property 
Custodian's.office, there did not appear to be any action 
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April 3, 1950 
Beferenes із nade 
en Шағеһ 29, 1950, 
From an examination of our 





belonged to the late Niko 
deternino that this 
as had been indieated to you, 
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In a review ef the file pertaining te the storage of th» effects of 
ИКОТА TESLA, Mie POTIS revealed that only ome gusl visit had been made by 
persons outside of the management ef Kanhattan Storage itself. This же 
ecoassion took place on Junmmary 26 and 27, 1943, ot whieh time representatives 
of the Alien Propert, Custodian made а thgyough review of the entire effects 


of the TEELE estate. WVUIkKOL A ] c Lj! 
The TESIA effecta are stored іп roms 5J and 5L ef Manhattan Storage's 

marehouse at Sand Strest & 7th Averme, New York City. ИЮ. MICHAEL KING, who 

 Wiated he hac been Flaor Superviser for approximate 20 years en the floor 

in questisn, stated that he could © 

wher. ип eraninetion was made o 
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It should be noted that the Bureau was informed of the examination men- 
tioned above by New York letter (with attachments) dated Coteter 17, 1945, 
entitled UNKNGOKE SUBJECT; ВАТА IDSANOVICH; Experiments & Researeh ef ыса 
ESIA (Deceased), Espionage-M. | : 
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Letter to Diredbr, FAI 
ЖҮ 205-1991 


МЕ. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received hy Manhattan ?тев 
SAVA К. INDSANOVICH, mor had Manhattan informed his, in any wey, that an sx- 
amination of the TESIA effecta had been made by anyone. In fact, added МЕ, 
POTTS, the only eorrespondenoe relating to the TESLA estate 
form ef bills for storage. | 


Wk. POTTS stated that any personal inquires re 
of necessity be directed to him, and te date no such inquiries have been made. 


Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned above, was not instigated by the Bureau, mor had ths Duresu taken 
part in that examination. 


Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
а Closed status, and no further investigative astion is contemplated by this 
office. CIOSED. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Records 


Ша T^ 
"a8ninguvon, D. Ue 





Gentlemen: 


In а manner of introduction, I wish to state that I am working 
toward a degree іп Electrical Engineering at the Institute of 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 


For several years, I have been engaged in a study of extensive 
Compass and detail concerning the researches and writings of 
tne late, world renowned scientiet, Dr. Nikola Tesla. At con- 
siderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collection of 
materials relating to Dr. Teala апа his works which inelude: 


l) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend. 


2) Numerous periodicals, some of which are to be found in 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 


3) А few rare books which have now become "collector's : 
items". | 


1) А collection of issued patents. 


Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe- 
cific information desired is lacking. 


As I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Тев1а!в role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 


шоп at the time of Dr. Tesla'g death in January of 
1983. | 


Ihe purpose of this seizure, ав described in numerous articles, 
was to determine whether these pavers contained suggestions 


leading toward advancementa in the field of дсіепсе. 
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Now it seems that sufficient time has elapsed Гог an іпуев- 
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Estate пав been relessed 
by the department in charge, any records that can be made 
available for examination will be welcomed. 


A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General, 
Director, О: fice of Allen Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress listed @ertain works, writings and research etudies 
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 

to the Library failed to bring resulte as tne Library "has no 
files on the researches of Tesla". 


А similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research 
&nd the Department of Commerce, 


I ат ефоесіа11у interested in tne research work in which Tesla 
мав engaged in his later years. There are vartous unpublished 
works, such as a lO-page typewritten statement presented in 
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume! of his work in tne fielda of 
gravity anc cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
varlcus papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre 
Gutzman Prize from the Institute of Rrance. My inquiry ів іп 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 


I will greatly appreciate any information in regard to any 
records which you may have. 


‚ Very truly yours, 
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y August #6, 1952 
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| With ré/lerence to your letter of 


August 18, 1952, eur files disclose that 
the affecta of Nikola Tesla were taken into 
custody at the time of Ata death by the 
Office of Alien Property, amd not by this 
Bureau, Consequently, you may wish to 


2 ла «. жы лала mon — -h 
cemmunicate further aith that agency, which 


may be addressed as follows: (65-47953) 


Asstatant Attorney Gener 

Reuland У. Kirke | 

Director, Office of Alien Property 
United States Department of Justice . 
102 Indíang Avenue, АХ. F, n 
Vashington £5, D. C. 


1 1812938 


44409 479% 


Sincerely yours, 


Vo лт : 
ER — 


КА 
с Wohn Edgar Hoover БЕС 
ouf Director 


А amm nanc" t 


сс -1- Assistant 45449 ту General (with copy op 


Howland F, Kirka ілеәвуһо) 


Director; "Office of Alien Property 





— —— United States Department о) Juatice 
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_ Stated that һе had been reading a book entitled, 
"Tha? Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla! by John J. 

O'Neill, whom described as a science writer for a New 

rk пешзразет publisher = Ives jiashburn). noted in ihis 

book that Bureau Agents went to Tesla's room following his death 
on Janucry 7, 1943, opened kis safe, examined his papers, and 
took over his personal files, Said this appeared on page 
277. stated that Tesla ts the father of modern 
power engineering, beinc responsible for the invention of the 
A. C. generator, motor transmission, and other electrical engineering 
feats, He inquired (1) if the pepers anc works of Tesla were in 
tie possession of the Bureau, anc (2) if so, were they available 
for revicw in vier of their scientific importance. 











I c Ys the statement concerning the Bureau's 
taking Tesla's file not seen — logical but that I would 
check on the matter. "E. iz apu (7) 
"E д d 


Тһе Bureax's files reflect that ТРТ? after the death 
of Tesla in his hotel room in New York City on January 7, 1943, (60) 
сауа Kosanovich; a distant relative, and other. individuals 
entered iis room and opened the safe, examining certain materials 
which he possessed. On January 8, 1943, Mr. І, И. С. Smith of 
the Department advised Mr. Tamm that he was concerned about the 
possibility of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks of 
Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian us) rn 
taking some action regarding these effects. Since the matter was!“ 
being handled Ь the Office of Alien froperty Custodian, the peau 
did not make any inquiries into this situation. (65-47952-6 


. It is noted also that the received a letter 
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was interested in the life and works of Tesla. UD... 
that he understoca at the time cf Teslc's death the Bureau 

took his manuscripts and ezperiment data for national securitye 
“he Bureau on April 22, 1548, advised that the effects of 
Tesla were handled b; the Office of Alien Property anc not by the 
FBI.(65-47953-18) 


I called EE... morning and told him that it was 
the of fice of Alien Property and not tie F3I which took over the 
effects of Tesla follo.ing his death. Accordingly, I suggested 
that might wish to communicate with the office of 
Alien Property for further informat.on concerning this matter. 





The book "Prodigal Cenius - The Life of Nikola Tesla” 
is not in ihe Bureau Library. A cony is being obtained from 
the Library o? Congress. Із will be examined to determine (s) 
specifically tie reference made to the Bureau's taking these 
pazers, At that tine a determination can be rade as to what ( 
furt.er action should be taren, | е 
P 


Page 277 of the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla," 
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement; 
"Operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation cane and opened 
ihe safe in his room and took ihe papers it contained, to ехатїпе 
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use 
in the шаг." 


ADDEND V3:  LLL;mer 5-14-53 


г 


Since this work was published іп 1944, ii is not felt 
that any particular purpose would be served by raising ап objection 
with the publishers at this time. Un» the individual who raised 
the question, has been set straight and, therefore, b 


action is being take, (1 , 
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Mr, GEORGE Е. SCHELRFF, JR., MEI Rochelle, Nev York, 
advised that he received tro letters fran LELAND 
Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota, photos 
ne furnished the Buréau and Minneczpa[is. 












во which аге 
ы жат 
“SK TESLA in 00 
private secretary, 
did he ever 





Mr. SCHERFF stated that he was an &ssociete. 
1519 ané that for many years his father had been ТҮ. 
ir. SCEERFF said that he never heard of ПЛАТ I. А 84 
heer of ary of the nares wentionee in АУТЕЗ5О!5 lett 









IS writings 


T, SCHOPFF stated that he has quite а lit ор. XXX 
e$ MRA- be of value 


ir his possession end he didn't клок whether or not 
to a foreign &overnment, 
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Lchand |. And.rson 
127 Seymour Avru. Southeast 


Min n.apol;s 14, Minncsota 


February 3, 1954 


D 


MP. Gonse Н. Bener? а 
14% Scacon3 koad 
aestencpster, Niw YORK 


Dear Mr. Screrifi; 
re.i Tae Lire and work of Dr. Nixcia Tesia. 


heocentiy I have rounded ап organization in пале and ролог of 

г. Tesia in cooperation with several people who were intimately 
associato with Tesia during nis ilfetime, and witn otnergs who 
are jiiterested in D». Tesia and nis acCulevesents from a scien- 
$1116 and nistoricar Standvoint. (See enc.osed broenure.) I 
nave nad gozo difficulty 10Cating а rew of Teslats associates, 
and, the namo or George Scherfr 18 anong wet, ThercTore, it 

15 zy Sineere nope tuat you, Mr. ӛсгегіі, are the verson I seek 
48 having been associated witn Тевза. 


I have versonally studied tne works of Tesla Гога number of 
years, vein: varticalariy interested in elaborating upon his 
говоассцов regarding nicn-teusion Padlant beans. Тпггоакн: боле 
“Гаубі ара отд г elTOPTS, I nave been Fortunate to locate many 
Ол-ла co..ections or Tesla's corros ,0nience and Manuscripts, 
and in a few cases ovtained a nuar Of interesting items. 


I was іл New York а S. ry time ago on 24811238, aud wrii- tnere 
I visited Mr. Кор оір M. Swezey, iè intends to unaertake some 
Signiricant work on venair of legia in trc near future, and 
Sines пе қасы Tegla Гог SO. Marj Years Surin nis Liter ізге; 

12 wil. се nLandled with sreat understaidine, 


Т nooe trat you may nave воле interest in tre work walen I 
nave initiated on benar or Dr. Tesla. There аге many matters 
tuat I wien to @iscuss witn you, provided ог course, tnat you 
are tne Mr. Senerfrr related to tne Тесла Story. I wouid се 
108% лароу to near from you at your earilegt Conventenes, and 


will senda you all pubiications of tn? creanization ir уои wisn 
to receive tien. 


- ‚ 


Very truly yours, 


Belen of Cou бл... 
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To Those who Are Interested in the Life and work of ر‎ 
Dh. NIKOLA TESLA 


Following tht Geath of DP. Hinol4 TESLA оп the ?th 2502252 a 
Mr. John J. о! №е111, former Science editor of the niv Yor. ino Три 
presented the Dl ogre vay 
DL SS 
іле Life OPS Te гла 
- а memorable brs bute vo On: GP the fost Out: ЧАЛА tlouree troop 6n 


ОГ Nikols Tegle for 


tire Тісіб of eiscirio:j LCi nes Мапу ftaülns Е Li BON ЗЫ ЕС 
б cite IO MO o. Nur 
with which he hao won WONG tmo oO nti tho etreleg Even 
е ~~? т га е : 


эч - + 4... 
those closely pee Sti Ls Wa tno Ме ide CT net nes Hean ES dig 
Covered а гелер рле ер о е queue Ea. OP LSB 251,82 
Tesla whoeó asengitive DETLOCRILTS ALG SECU kot nee Face n в Bh&tow 

The TESLA- тита aTi OS beh PG E OSS АДИ стың сал A the 
United States in neame 6n 45492 or uro AlZCL6 teste ру <, BE АЕ 
mutual interest in hig 212: BNO WO RE. THE crocatfzar! JA MAS ес ths 
objective the procul КЕТТІ EN UE USt о он, 8-2: Vet a ful, 
recognition be пасе for nis VRDARDRIIRILÍ жыршы word Gn tne Plecte 
Of currente of Мол Тгвлевлау ann sh CS! аһ. Top hee oo EVE 
nents in the realze o7 SDIY LOGER іт а: ле, есите 
It would be the duty at кке DITE i Fuer ry s Bd ln d^ ғап hee oe at 
nane о: Тев1е win in tr. т dius. GN CP S е ыр сга" сегуіпс: б? а $p 
Еген“ Americen for ES Contoitot ticis te BUT nOD iausir, and 1o thie 
country. 

A journal of the Tests о ЫҚЫ E дА SATION VE iB: e^ peg. 
ning the month of OVE wirt ЕПСЕ АЯ ee Ae са Quel SMEAR тот үш 
Historical interest pa ЮРУ Кс лыб EE dud ul Be E 
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Ths Journal of the TRE А-П ATIONAL Organ zenion will ve forth- 
coming at intervals of iB: £ mats АЗУӘксгіз п hE E XII есет 
10 issurs Memberghin іп tag а. АТІСАДІ ответа J3 Con- 


Current with Subecrivotion ts the ОГЛЫ}. 
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16,2714 I.. Anderson 
127 Seymour Ave, 3. Е, 
Minneapoiis 14, Minnesota 
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т ® Leland 1. Andcrson e 


127 Seymour Avunuc Southcast 
Minncapolis 14, ‘Minnesota 


reorusry 12, 1953 


Dear Ж”, эегеггг, 


It was so very rewarding to ггсезуе your гору concerning Dr. Niroia 
Tesla... І have initiated an uniortadzing ол venasr ог Tes.a Ltcaugo 
feel tnat in all rignt and justice sonetning snou ое бопе to 
perpetuate tre паше Or — and see to it that nis палі i: солев а 
part of tie neritase of th nation. А great t4gk таогпазв, Dut ев, 
time goes on I velieve TE пале Of TesLa wil. посіло логе в 
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іп scientific aevelonnentg. I nope trat sou may Lave an inte in 
tne organization wrier. І Lave orcvosed ang vStac.isrned, and I wlil 
ое honored to nave you as a memper. The Or,cnization 18 oresentiy 
set up on tie basis ог tnose Saving а шаце: interest іп Tes.a, wita 


а free exchange of information between menoers. Tic first two issues 
ої tue journal of «ne c-ezanization are be po 285250 | 
Cover, ап. Sicu:* reach you іл n ал: 


LA 


LIE 


Some other лелоегв wnich тау vC ОГ interest to you ure; Muriel arbus, 
Dorotny Szerritt, Kenneth Swezey and м. №. wiuneim. The recent ceatns 
ОГ Jonn otNeili and Edwin Arastrong were ver; unexpected, ара 17 16 
“ith а great sadness that I recelv2d tne news alll 2068 Ci *: se two 
пешБегв. 


ро you know i: Mr. Lowenstien сас a Cauciter? Tne reason i ash is 
that a woman visited Mr, O'N Bic. регсге nig двац and tut ntm tnat 
Sue innerited а гоа anount or Тез iana PPG. te Polutnon - wuom I re- 
Sum? to oc mr. Lowenstten., Tnis woman was A TRIQ Of alise.tsine tne 
an troat sio wou.d 
m jd 


information ру reason of ner sistuxen uction алб fear 
rudely ос raide py tic аглу. You soe Ур, O° ©, 

па a Dow army orrtelals visited nig pon i Dep) 
for information. Оба: ALB Sree usos 


HP 


Ae RE 


P TY. PLD in bers st was 
aroused by .es:a'e "Deatn-Hay" runors, дуб ао OF Cnterurlsing 
Journaliste. weil, tuo говдіт ог al. 218 Is taat Sune refused to 
give Уг. O'Netil ner marric@a name = Only that биб даг ird а рідше 
prince no 1788, and soved to SOre плач eter. Cites Bit tists: wom : 
118 tee amount of material tnat Ур. Q'el.. Loew tate TOO Алу ме Yan pe 
tainly оо ілоогбаз6 to locate ner. 

I believe taat one of tas valuagie Өз шов б. t. а Мы On 
w2.ld De to cata los Every piece or Anvomnatlon euonecorntuto Sx» I 
бауе Gaol a beginning effort alone tiis 222. ‚ал І HOL tuut ve Sore 


too .ong all coi.«etions o: Тез.їзпа лау UF роса рта сед, and 
и Гог Pear of eventual loss, Того: Mary A. ben 
alter R. benjamin Autovraons in Now tork) Т nave ota ti а а пилоег 
* significant items of corres,2;:enco LOH n .?8.4 and поз: U 
Jonnson, Tie entire cOilection oi Cors S,.:1üe62uco w.tn Mr, Jounnson 


numDers in excess of 29 ji сев. I suare t..18 cO. .vetion with хов, 








Lcland Е Andcrson 
127 Scymour Ау: пис Southeast 
Minneapolis 14. Minnesota 


ВА Ne З 2: Lorne Та Зе Ия 7.48 - эл егсе 
I ОЛДУ, a мы А у. мс К o STi NAS &RL25t.on Oe" AD OF Corr: go Jence 
о Ev Er 5;.Усесег Vienagy WI len ig se. interesting 
Et E Mw E Грот а оола saker In Sas 5j š bud to Gur hee’ iie 
к е E ЕЕ АҒАРҒАН а Е fecum шу O 5512226 lets ге eh IL 
DU Е АС тӘ 
: кул CO A ydus „багт, wis trer “ӨМ Пауе со 4602562 an: 67.21.5065, 
T EIN CE UT ree ar LT lB, ждо 6: TUR.AL. For ca 1010 wile i nave 
eO o pud KC PE ST TRECE COLS 5120-52 erTCLurve wnici Tee а 158424 tne 
ао ее y m “чагу, 27-4. It caze (2-2 SATUS 8сцаге ENVELOPE 
Saban а lary red way $55. w.t;, the арата в "het." сталь д thereon, 
wu E A Алар татын Were cietricuted tnrOousnouat New Yorn and 
ER Wu ° E жт E VV TpDiS9 in an eilOort to сөсесе Iinuretial 
Се DENS VOCED ал Lowen жез; CPCCA at "apnücunce 17:10, Long 
«капа You rne 13429 КПС OD tne OUOCLUuDPO 22 widen I боса”. I 
ЛЛА dt мод. Я ne init igtirng tT reproduce tris әгосисге and Alge 
т mie гБ OS tnt 198.à Grr/uünlzaticn &8 а nvcmnt;Lto. 
Адет Tornavo vritten ana inquired about 9426 огослаге extensively, 
TOVE Lot rots 2.8.19 оса А Сону. Did ycu ever nave one? 
> лате 268 trait ап 195% (Tne Teele centenary) воле біглігісап% 
9266: Vaucc mae ШО СГ TOR top. із tne Unitce States in LOnOrnr of 
E S Так Kasen 1л Yaccs.av'a has cotalrcd tne Tesla 
И TR Ph CN ыле ПІБ tO 2 tong or Ro4arPatus,wnitinog, etc. 
ем Liontin iso stated: о: 2-6 Xuüscum to PAvilSn the entire 
RSE SE GG, inC.uning tnoSe in tre inheritance, on tne Tes] 
— CT don't zuvw wnat Sort О? selitites. вУосасалда might 
CO Th feted fr + AUG beet Testing, ca it cecured to TE trat it may 
is x MUST iSt tO Агра pe ATO Aa Oe Yr leation tz —— Courtpry 
© NOx fuv p ӨЛЕ еш хаге4З. Тире DEMOS T- not muc to 
и I чш. чалат. AIT en ve Жаса EE a Ei SUTAALILCel ln 4586 Country, 
EA PE о. жалы те а tige отец re made 
Е me ырк "BULL Senter an Wis OF i? these 
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1.6.570 I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue 5, E. 
“inneasoiis іш, Minnesota 


Mr. George Scherrer 
149 Seacord Нона 
New Rochelle, New York 


SPECIAL DELIVERY 





БАС, New York 
March 10 
0, 4% 
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KENNETH м. SWEZEY и 


C PISARMATION CONTAINED | 163 Milton St 
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1122-2-60 B , 
Ыг. J. Edgar Hoover 


-— Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. d 
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Tele, Room ...... 
Mr. Holl-man._ 
Miss Gandy 





Dear Мг. Hoover: 0) 


— Back in 1943, the local МЕА... 
| ~ Custodian searched through she belongings of the late 
' electrical inventor, Nikol l&, stored іп the Manhattan 
Storage Warehouse in Néw tork City. Tesla had been а 
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I 
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the 
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla's 
nephew and heir, Мг. Sava Kosanović (Mr. Kosanovié had X 
been Minister of State under the King's government, later 





p x became Ambassador to the United States from the present 

i m р government, арі is now а Minister serving іп Belgrade). 

T According to the attorney who handled the 

ы 9 Tesla estate, Er. EE ttenbere, the Alien Property 
Custodian assured hin nothing had been held. I have 
a letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated March 
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. N 


In gathering material to help ina 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday 
i next year~—-which will be participated in by leading 
scientific and engineering societies, museums, and 
universities---I have just discovered, however, that 
Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 
that search. 


: Ав a friend who had known Tesla well , 

: during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovié i 
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the дау he die E: 
А safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe. ng 


= 1 ғ. 
its contents were several honorary degrees, а volume of 


. greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth 
birthday, а bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. Же kept 
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time 
to the assistant manager of the hotel апа later to а Mr. 
Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian!s office), but 

/ everything else, including the medal and the keys, was 
replaced and the safe was 1 . 


RECORDED - 87 / £o -223 
BIA 42) Except when it са ЧА %, S 


Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened engl it 
daos Ll AM - (ul oos мМ С. — DM E 
EES. д^ kh, САҚ Ma E 
ре 6: 1 1955 
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arrived іп Belgrade (where Tesla's property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened 
by Mr. Kosanović. According to his former secretary, both 
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys 
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal 
was never found. 


І learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Мг. Kosanovic had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American institute of Electrica. 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be abou: 
four hundred dollars. in the meantime, the Tesla Museum, 
= Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 
or it. 


The irony of this situation is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 
electric power universally available, Tesla---probably 
more than any other опе man-—helped put America on top of 
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison Medal 
was the only material evidence left of this country's 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappeare 
---to have to be replaced by his materially poor countryme 
overseas for whom he had done nothing---seems a tragic 


denoyement. E — 4. HAZ. p - И “ТК (ent UE 


JohnXe'Nei 1 in his biography of Tesla, states that 
the FBI broke into Tesla's safe on the day he died, and | 
"Lr on article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. i 
ги [Чкпош this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI 

4 somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
the latter's search in the warehouse. 





If that is so, i thought that perhaps some of your men 
might remember the conditions under which the search was 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what coul 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, i have 
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and l am 
already trying to interest Americans іп making а replaceme: 
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guess 

A and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 
— whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen---and wh 
` might have been responsible. 


With best regards and sincere appreciation for any hel; 
you can give, 





Sincerely, 


LA, A DEAL М . у 


Kenneth MxSwez ey ni 
P.S.: І am enclosing an editorial from last month's POWER 
magazine which outlines Teslats contribution to the electrj 


power industry. — 
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Strange Genius 


A* ANY GROUP of power men to name those who laid 
the foundation for today's electrical generation and 
distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list— 
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. 
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 


Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo- 
tor—still basic—and devised & suitable system of gen- 
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the 
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the 
1880's when the electrical era was being born, and the 
“battle of the systems” held sway. 


Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant- 
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, dc motors on a constent-potential system, Un- 
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no successful ac motor. 


In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four 
yeara in the United States, read a paper before the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the field. 


With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real- 
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac 
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on 
the genersl public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen- 
erators, a variety of dc equipment. 


But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly- 
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. Ап international com- 
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro- 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after 
Tesla's AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the 
polyphase system. 


In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 


For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was, brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his 
work had begun to slip into obscurity, Why? 


A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce- 
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did, 
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per- 
petuate а record of accomplishment. 


Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver- 
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineering societies to commemorste this occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius 
who changed our world for the better. 


ALL INFORUATION CONTAINED 
= р. T, 





/4 O sas Же 
(REPRINTED BY PERMISSION) 
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‘RECOGNITION FOR TESLA > 


Largely thru a young American engineer's efforts, the 
world today is re-scanning the record and achievements of our 
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla. Of late, even the big-time 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas- 
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. 


The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time ОМ CONT AINED 
` Serbian immigrant boy who made millions but died almost a ASSIF Fi) 
pauper is Leland РЕ Аддагаор, head of the Tesla Society, АА 
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. В : 1 
Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in- 
duced them to join in his noble work. A good.many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with informatipn issued thru his TESLIAN pub- 
lication. This is, at present, а mimeographed publication issued 
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record -À 
of the late Dr. Tesla. dq CR 
The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans % 
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents ап account of а! B. 
fascinating editorial, "Strange Genius", by the POWER mag- 
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- INDEXED-59 


4 torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system 


described by Mr. Anderson, дз the “most tremendous event 4/00 22974 
all engineering history." NOT А» 455 

.Editorialist Louis № Bowler, according to the ТЕЗІ АМ. 138 JUL 11 دل‎ 
answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla's im- 


—ÓHáÁ— 
— — — 
۰ 


portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity | 
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing, he suggests: “It 
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora- s 
tion of the 100th anniversary of Nikola Tesla's birth (July 10, CAN SRBOBRAN 
956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely 29, 1955 

— | — `УрвытЕВ, Pennsylvania 
genius who changed our world for the better.“. ; 

This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting rese E - 

for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre- | 
pared а form to petition Postmaster General Arthur Е. Sum- ` 
merfield to issue а Tesla commemerative stamp next year. 9 


vis "a is issue and 
ч ас уф " 3X AP. . 
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Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Tels: 


TO rL. V. BOARDMAN ° -fy DATE: June 29, 1955 зд 
том + AL INFORMATION CONTAIN; ШУ 
А. Н. BELMONT | РЕ: is IS UNCLASS'FIZ9 Parto 


"t Tamm 
he Sead! e о DAT ТЕ 2. Неа 
TP — VIXOIA ТЕ LA L2 Тілге: 


Tele. 


€ MISCELLANEOUS - INFORWATI ON CONCERNING (ESPIONAGE) Hollo- 
Gandy . 
( Nikola Tesla, a native of Yugoslavia, was a famous electric: 


inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for man, 
years. Іп attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth М. Swezey, 
Brooklyn, New York, advises he $8 gathering moterial to help ina 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary in 
1956. Swezey relates he wos present when Tesla's safe was opened by 
friends after hts death and advises the contents were thereafter 
replaced and then impounded by the United States Alien Property 


Custodian. ter the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be 
E installed іЯГв Fesla Museum. Missing from Tesla's effects is а gold 
) Edison medai he had been awarded. Swezey ts seeking to locate the 


medal and haa been advised by the Office of Alien Property (ОАР) that 
ОАР held none of Tesla's property. Swezey states he has heard the 
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and 
accordingly, he asks whe ther Bureau could assist him in locating the 
Edison medal. He FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the 
Tesla biography ("The Prodigal Genius" - 1944) by John O'Neill it 

was stated FBI broke into Tesla’ s safe the day he died (1-8-43 to 
protect contents from enemy hands). Swezey notes this same comment 
appears ín article (“Тһе Genius Who Walked Alone") by Alfred Н. Sinks 


in the June i." Swezey says he knows FBI did not do thi 
| Bureau did not enter into Tesla 
safe on Departamen duice it was being handled b 


^u) Bureau previo aware of comment іп O'Neill's book. 
7 








Іп 1945 Sinks requested for his use as author dota re Bureau's 
microfilm procedure. Was advised no euch data augilable for publicati 


Е, Enclosure бе $ - 3o ع‎ > И» dE За 
4 100-2237 Ea 


сс = 1 = 65-47953 
Ticklers - Мг. Bird 


n, 
ickl Mr. Belmont RECORDET . € ро АР 


NEPOS 7 ; ша — 
СЫ S Pg ш. 7 1955 
2/ A ы; ' i “40, | ш JUL i 
cs 18 EN CO т — 2 





Memorandum For Mr. Boardman 


RECOMMENDATION: 





That the attached letter be sent to Swezey advising Bureau 
did not participate in ihe handling of Tesla's effects and that the 
matter was handled by ОАР. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of 


assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks’ comment in 
"Coronet" article. 
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^ Tickler = М. Bi rd 
— } oe le Belmont 
S M » “Yr. Воагавт `` 


June 30, 1955 


АЛ иг INFORMATION CONTAINED 
- CHRIS p 
Иг. РР ан теу (Originai)|E 22 -f0 .D Li on] 
[OSTEN e Terk | 


Becr Mr. Swezey: 


Fíth reference to your letter of to od a 
1955, eur filee dísclese the effects of Hike 

were taken tate oustody after his death y the Office 
of Alien Property and ret by thie Bureau. 


Since me did sot pertiot paste ta the 
handling ef Еу. Tesla's effects, we are unable to 
Supply the tafernation yox requested. 


Sincerely yours, 












я Y J. 
oe * a Edgar Hoover 
| ; | /00-аа37- 
JUN 30 1955 bu р Boose? г. as 

$ ! 
— RECORDED - 28 : 
NOTE: ЛОТЕ" | — 
А cover memorandum ios Belmont t man 


was prepared by ETB:jaa on 6-89-55 TE"Tonnectión with 
this» outgoing mail. ES 


Bufiles contain no derogatory deta” conve s- 
pondent; reflect only that he was close frigo ар? 
"Ч 4,8dmirer of Tesla. V ee N 
vl . , GG 


we 











August 1, 1955, 


Мг. 7. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Wasnington, D.7. 


Dear “т. Hoover: 


O 
In his book, "Prodigal Genius", The Life of iikola Tesla, Lr. го! 
J 015611 says, on page 277, thet the F.B.I. went to Tesla's hotel 
room, openec his steel safe anc removed from it, the papers it 
contained. 


Was there ever any publication of what these papers contained? I: 
so, could ycu inform me where I might obtain а copy of such 
publication? 


If there was no publication of the Safets content, after more th: 
12 years, would it be improper to publish them? 


If there was no publication of the safe!s content, but there wer: 
no particula" secrets found there in, could you inform me where 
might learn whet the safe contained? 


in; information ог tnis matter vill be appreciated. 


Thank: you for vour trouble. 


Sincerely, „С 






Ж 











“King J/60-2A37- GA 
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| Your letter dated Anguet 1, 1985, haa 
been recetped, and ín response te your ingsiry, T 
would 1186 te advise that eur files reflect that 
the effecta of Nikola Teale vere taken tate ouatedy 
after hia death by the Offtee af Alten Property and 
not by thts Вигесц. P EE E 


білсе we did not parttetpate іп the handlíno 
of Мг. Tesla'a effects, we are unable to sunply the 
information you requested. 


Sincerely pours, 


John Edger Hoover 
 -Pireetór 0 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record en correspondent. This = 
type of reply utiltgzed by Internal Securtty Division Jn’. 
answering similar іпдиіт) ев on 6/80/55. {65-47953-33) 
Cover memo from Mr. Belmont to Mr. Boordman dated 6/29/55 
set out background of this matter which concerned the death 


[ол Tesla, a famous ¢leetrical faventer, Bureou was not 


involved in thts matter, and the opening of the safe uen- 
tioned waa done by the Office of Alten Property. 


195.7; > 
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september 10,, 1955, 


т" - - aan мы - a - 

1407 . ол арас Hoov: г, 

ж - * pes ж ^^ - - a 
Pecérel bureau OI lzvcestigetion, 
5651-15501 75, 7.7, 


_ их! 
Casting tO ry letter: to vou £ugust first, this yeer - your lette: 
to me, Aucust llth., reletive to tho matte” of the pepers of Me, 





en Property regarding this 
tne information from vou 
taken tne tesla Ғторстф> 





Оп August 26, I wrote the offic 
netter, indicating that I nad 2 
that it vas their department vh 
into custody - not YOUPS.. 


I have a letter from иг, цёлгу б. Hilken - thet Department - File 
-umber HCH: 67,017 017-5523, in which I am tolg thet office 
"never had custoc, nor hes vested, ах” property of jLikole Tesla", 
As I began this matter with rou - because it was Stated in il, 
O'Neill's poo’: thet ії wes your department vho opened Tesla's safe 
I am wondering if you heys any further suggestions alonr lisos Iy" 
Шісіз follo- to obtain воло information in this reke lg? 


ra ewe te => БЫ Ma -* aqra 7 Е Pa Е ” 
алем FOU LOT Tour tire and trouble. 
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September 20, 1955 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED), 
DATE Z-4-£2 В 





Deor MEME: 


фо I have received your letter deted September 10, 
1955.0 . | | 


Аз you теге aduíaed by my letter ef August 11, 
1955, thts Bureau wos mot connected in any respect with 
the acquisition оғ custody of the effects of Nikola Tesla, 
and tt ta therefore net posatdle to Гигазей you any 
additional information. е 


білсегеіу yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


қ p» 


v 
NOTE: Ву letter 6-11-55, we referrec ШШШ... the Office of 
Alien Property, which Office was reported to have 


assumed custody of Tesla's effects subsequent to his dea 
(65-47953-6) | 
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! FORMATION Со 1TAINED 
Е 5. IS UNCLASSIFIED 
Cz 3-7 BY 








— -` RECOGNITION FOR TESLA — 


` (Please fill out this form and mail to the address appearing belew.) 
Я THET TESLA SOCIETY | 


University Station, Box 135 | 


Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 





(date) 





| (city & state) 
Hon. Arthur E. Summerfield í 
Postmaster General, Postoffice Dept. 
Washington, D. C. 
“ 

Dear Sir: | в 

Nikola Tesla' $ contributions to,science, indu Угу, and to his adopted 
country have greatly inspired engineering progress. His electrical sys- 
tems helped create an American conomy of world pre-eminence. 


We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp 
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla’s birth (1856-1943). 


— — LL — 


ib "(signed) ——>»-_ ~ — 


— 


— 


—— — 


— 


aane, 


“AMERICAN SRBOBRAN 
June 29, 1955 


& 
а Ж 0 2 2 3 7. A Pittsburgh, Реппзу]тап! 
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Бу ALFRED ЇЇ. Sinks 


Nikola Tesla was а great inventor— 


ond also a prophet without honor 


OUNTER-! ESPIONAGE WHEELS 


started E turning early on the 
moring o of Ja January’ 8, 1943. Апх- 
а 


ious TB ents slipped in Into a room 
іп the H Нок] New Yorker "г where, 
Mite the à night be fore, а еши: 
maid had discovered. the body of 


Nikola Tesla, dead at 8 86, regarded 
by many as t the greatest scientific 
genius of his time. 

Por years, Tesla had been making 
scientific predictions so fantastic as 
to be literally out of this world. OF 
late he had been working — or so he 
said—-on revolutionary new weap- 
ons powerful enough to annihilate 
armies at a single blow. 

There was only one Tesla, and 
the story might—ineredible as it 
sounded - be true. The old man's 
safe might hold these secrets, and 





JUNE, 1954 


the Government could not risk the 
chance of enemy spies getting there 
first. _ 

Half hoping to find something 
which wouk ant a sudden and 
decisive ‘end to World War IT, the 
G-men broke open the dead man» 
strong box. И anything of Impor- 
tance was discovered, it has never 
been revealed. 

Yet their uich ас tion м. 15 pits- 
tified, fon — never be 1. 


ое кам. 
about Tesla, one of the s 


men why Ger ised. Most people 
took him with a grain of salt, ver 
no serious scientist dared shru; 
away his claims as nonsense. N T 
after Thom, is Edison иле it and 
Tea proved hin wrong. 

The world’s leading physicists 
and electrical engineers had to eat 
crow back in the 15505 when Tesla 
solved а problem thes had thouetu 
impossible. That one accomplish- 
ment the invention of a practical 
alternating-current motor and gen- 
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i Respectfully referred to: 


| Congressional Liaison 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


\ Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 


Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and communications, 
your consideration of the attached is 
requested. Your findings and views, in 
duplicate form, along with return of the 


enclosure, will be appreciated by 


яң (4) 


— 0 


‚оо- 2437: 27 
pe TM | 





Form #2 





ST-105 
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20 Жала 1973 


Bear Senator GE 29 





Thoush in Alaska temporarily worYing он а mi ita contraet, IL stil? consider повете (© 
аз resident, hence it is io you wag Imine 







ЖЗ (eiu 4 
; days at ay... І becana intereseri in а fascinating блот n5ysicint, 


During 
Nicola Tesla, Proffessor Tesla emizrat^i 2%. this county in bie иені I 
eTieve, ana did some of his most originel“idre. Tesla had a esl ar bent of mind,’ 
in his younger days he was often called : 5 і 


Fat зај из, end did not pubiish 
evytensively when he came to tne US, Mos ve the эдш гісі vnalorlal is іп 


untranslated Czech, Tesla wo Ех: ап жыласа akere от 


trance that upon his death, поле of с votas {з nis ае Pu — 
“neared. рог discussing -his with г frieni, с на: inforsed tnat all of Ur. Tesla's 
mies were confiscated by tne FRI, I canrot conceive nov К. noLes Be physics 
eni electricity can in any way endanger the nsjional safet;, Ib seems that Mr, 


Dozer in nis zeal, Бас confiscated material wrosc only sin wes radicel apyreacn 


p 


592 science. There is indication thet mic. с?’ varessor Tectats later work ecneeraed 
^ veri novel арггоаср to tics мег. т с сау, it Das been radical approaches 


to 2575125 bnat have сееп our greatest scicavifioc advanses ir modera times, 
vii. Sinstein, Heisenberg, et al. 


I was wondering if your office nizht be abla to determine if these papers sre 
still extant, and if so, see to it that the public has access to themg It would 
а shame to see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have been in vain, 


JClogse excuse my typirs. in all the thousanis of words I typed trying to ret 
g ША с. А; € 
liberal education, I never did master tio Фурзчг ег. 
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July 5, 1973 


REIS lou. 
‚ /99-4432-2А - INFORMATION C CONTAINED 


қа SSIFIED 
EREN Вр 


DATE 





Honorable 
_ United States Senate 
, Washington, D. C. 20510 






Dear Senator 






This 1 


A о acknowledge receipt of your communication 
dated June 26th 


closing a letter from your constituent, 
who is temporarily employed in mA 


inquiry, central files - К 
ga indicate that the 





In response to 
cf the Federal Bureau of Inves 
effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded after his death 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
and not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of pr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. 


I am returning your enclosure as you requested. 
Sincerely yours, 


william D. Ruckelshaus 


William D. Xuckelshaus 
Actíng Director 




































Mr. Feit — 

ipse pen і - Congressional|Services Office - Enclosures (2) OG 
№. Cleveland — NOTE: Bufi rior cordial correspondence with Senator 
—— is not identifiable in Bufile 
Mr. Jenkins — Tesla was a world-famous 

deri ame ‚ and at the time of his death, all of his 

Mr. Soyars personal d effects were believed dangerous to the count 
М. Thompson — security ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodic 
Tee вов Genius, J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over а се 
М. Bae safe and ор ned it, appropriating his property.  Bufiles clearl 
ама — И Sh h {Е was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar' 

Mr. Conmy —— nd the above reply i ЛГ in \answer to ге 
— Ainaa и. 


Mrs. Hogan 
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recerds ef his work have. been stered and held by eur вет С... 
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te exist ina country like this, that a man ef such genius and 
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and that the facts about his werks sould be eoneeaiod fe m 


и‘ 





MESS 










degree they have been, 1 vish te « «маш access. ‘te an these eid. 
d lUe E Mi^. - Ы, Е 


о recerds which have vem ‘encealed ‘ter th ley уф 


eos ix е: 2. 


P heme Fei ия or: 
" E E ii "TI 1973 





- u 


a EET A 
ч — 

х — e a А 

% s “ 


* 


— a 


| | and a any assistenee ‚ужо say care te sires | 
* 


( — ^ July 19, 1973 
us | 
2 REC-SÛ E = 7 — ; | 
КЕПЕ ОАО" 





rei 
pear ЦОР i 


Your letter was received on July 16th. In 
response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. 
Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you 
desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have 
been referred to the Department of Justice. 


NAILED 4 Sincerely yours, 
аң 191973 Q. М. Kelley 


FBI 





Clarence M. Kelley 

Director 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent.  (Bufile 100-22: 
а reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, anc 
— at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
22 were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell intc 
Files & Com Unauthorized hands. Тһе book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil 
Gen, tav. alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
— — appropriating hi$ property.  Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
êlî the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and 
— the above г is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy 
т of letter пае шш the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Divisio 

ent. 
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Assoc, Dir. 
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. 
Comp. Syst. 
Files & Com. __ 
Gen, Inv. 
Ident. 

















Inspection 
intell. 








Laboratary 
Plan. & Eval. __ 
Spec. inv. 








Treining 





Legal Coun, _ — 
Cong. Serv. 
Corr. & Crm. 
Research 
Press Off, 2 


Telephone Ят. __ 





Director Sec'y — 
# eros 
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p “11 [FORMATION CONTAINED 
- @ 
(© 


Feng IS UNCLASSIF 
near NND % РАТЕ 2-3-8 B 
| i ы 


7 ise 
Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has 
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were 
not involved in removal of papers from the gafe of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property. 





I realize there have been some written accounts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso- 
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved. 


Sincerely yours, 


С, М. Keiley 


Clarence М. Kelley 
Director 


NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 

Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions : 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmuc 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the 
Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter, 


9 4 
53 
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Pederal Bureau of investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 


i m 


А 2 2 
Washington D.C. 20535 


We recently contacted the San Francisco "31 
Office and a review of their files кН | — 
К ы А z 4 2 е ———— 
information concerning the scientist Nikolc^":esla --- 
ог his papers which we understand to have Leen 
impounded. 


If you could make a thorough investigation-e-- 77 
Of all files and materials available to you, we 
would greatly appreciate the Correspondence of 
any information that might be discovered. 


Thank you, 
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This will acknowledge your letter of June 9th. 
In response to your inquiry, the papers of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, efter his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department ef Justice. 
Sincerely yours, 
QM. Kelley 
Clarence М. Kelley 
Director 





вонь тон бывал И, Haree- 


NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a 
world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 
Since Tesla's death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
Assoc, Dir. inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers. 
Der. AD Adm. The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
o.” Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters. 
Comp. 5ужі. — 
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13 November 1975 


Mr. Clarence Kelley 


Director AT FORMATINI CONTAC ED 
КҰНЫ... "мл o ^m | Tus СОР Ыза у dd 
Washington, D.C. 20525 NE UE SIKU 

LATE 2J £2 BY و‎ 
Dear Mr. Kelley: 

— 


in repiy to ihe letter of 10 November from your 011166: 


I restate that I was not asking about the existenee or 
, non-exlstenee of any investigative information e 
( . Теңіз, but on his technical papers seized on his death 
7 in 1943 and reported in the papers ef that time, 


The reason given in the reply frem your offiee, the 

second paragraph, ав to why I eannet get any inferm- 
ation en Tesla's papers makes ne sense in itself er 

in reply te my inquiry. The thffd paragraph stating 
the eonditions under which a search will be made 

18 a clear bureaucratie circumvention of the Freedom 


of Informetion Act and an excuse on the part of the 
individual handling mv request fer doing any work be- 


əсе «стра ә ewww с ч & чь р “Ww d.h тама D ми 


yond the drafting of a letter. will it be the decision 
of your office to let the situation stand like this? 


As I stated in my first letter, I «m _following up the 
Tesla data for a magazine article. I am tempted to have EC 
your reply of the 16th printed and run nationally as / 
an example of how bureaucratic manoeunring is used to í 
get around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of this 

type of publicity? 


It 1s disheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold 
the law using its resourses to moek the law. 





CNET Sincerely, 
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November 26, 1975 


^^ 1 "FORMATION CONTAINED 
() 71115 ОМС АТ 
(A DATE 2-92-02 B 
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vear VENE 
This will acknowledge receipt ef your letter 
to the Bureau on November 146.4, 


In response to your inquiry, the papers ef 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by 


the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice. 


~ 


Síncerely yours, 


C. м. Kelle 
Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
Attention: Susan M. Hauser 





NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was 
a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time 
of his death his personal papers and effects were 








мае. ок impounded by Office of Alien Property for National 
De». aD А". Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the 
„бер Ар и" Bureau has received numerous inquiries about the 
PORE disposition of his technical papers. The above 
Comp. sys. — reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
Ext, Affairs — 
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Alan McCreight 
Rm. $435 - JEH 
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Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, 
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions 





ame, office symbol! or location) OATE 
10/21/75 
Susan M. Hauser 
PHONE 
145 
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Freedom of Information Act Request 


Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 





I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 
century inventors end want to obtain information on some 


, 


a i 
papers of Nikolattesla that were seized by the FBI on his 


death in 1943. WM / — 


Tesla invented a number of elecfrical devices and because /2 
of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national > = 


— ا‎ = = ==... = = wc wr чт лә T а алаа алые Sh WAS e р 


it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety 
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. 









I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers; 
2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them; 
3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what 
happened to them? 








OCT 9. 
ea. Sincerely, 4 1975 
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Ves rhe pace of life over halt the 
earth had changed from a там te 
TENTE, "рә ame dt has been mathe 
enus speed ever since, 


pe WS IMHO by his brilliant 


les ob 3 Сааи аиле етс 


hekty Т the Ги богом an 
atid the Ікіне habits of the lian 
Face vas uq Croat, bon ly [837 in 
Siihen, a vilage in what js пом 
З аек Тан ба, Dt ws Then рата the 
екі Мимго онт гарите 
When hie was about SIN, Nikole 
тела Father, the villige priest, 
WS Transferred: to a Page perish 
im (he сих of Gospic. There, the 
ERUTEN up ond perfected his ear- 
Нем inveniens" О! tbese, his fa- 


ilo 






& ние was ап езе prssered Dy 


16 June bugs, harnessed in sels of 


fou tes spokes which radiated fron, 
the drive shaft, 

Nikoli was а frail lad often ill; 
and umm Went Wind from ioo 
much reading. 
he could gei his hands on, not onl 
sclence и also religion, ШАШКЕ 


phy, history, literature By the time 


he finished hich s hool, he was На. 
entin French, German and Elan, 
as well as his native Serbo-Croat. 

Не vot his schooling =the best 
his doting family could або ш 
Gospic, Слима, Gratz, the Uni- 
versity of Prague and, finally, шн 
Budapest. Xt tlie University, Besan 
his first electrice Motor, а new type 
direct-current affair whose brushes 
and coniminitators sent out showers 
of Creve kling Dhuc sparks. 

“И ме got rid of those brushes 
aud comimutators, with all ШЕН 
noise and toss of слегол we'd have 
a ub berer motor, Nikola ИШ 
his professor, “Perhaps it might be 
donc with an айелин current ` 

Nonsense ! Parked the profes- 
Sor, Nn Шитиание current would 
never run anything, You're nop the 
brilliant student] Thought you 


—- 


were Torger lir T 
But Ре could not forget. The 

teacher's ridicule onh Stamped thie 

еа indclibly on his раа. dt duc 


СН НН САЙ how 


lo make pn alternating current 
drive и anotor. Du every He пн» 
Penh wherever be vent, Бем тече 
with this рае. 


— s LJ 
1 ЯЬ 


Jess mind hod an пима! 
Twist. Анк hom ifa, he had 
been able sce This Ta Tus Инн 
PIU TENTI and in sid, тине 
єй thot atten he lol trouble 
ihe the reaf fion the Tu VOIT. 


CORONI 


Не read every thing 


pim À ا‎ 


a =... 
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Where the 
inventor would reach instictiscle 
for drawing board, paper and pen- 
cil, Tesla would simply switch on 
that uncanny magie lantern inside 


average engineer ог 


his Dr s d | fe vould fix a mient 
image there. Then he would alter 
this deta or that, discard one pli i, 
Т another, without ever putung а 
line on 

сат T - from these mental 
nnagmes alone he could give В his 
workmen exact Instructions on how 
to Вий each part of a new device, 
though it was unlike anything ever 
seen before. 

Thus, needing ne drafting room 
and few Laboratory conveniences to 
work on an idea, Vesta could usc 
every spare minute that he had to 
test and revise his theory of alter- 
nating current. 

His first real job was manager 
of a nc САТУ organize d tele ‘phone 
company in Budapest. Bul tele- 
phone circuits were dull stuff com- 
pared with the challenge of that 
one big idea. He moved to Paris 
where he became a Rind of ecneral 
troublezthooterc for the Continental 
Edison Company. | 

Tis brain was still chip ипо away 
at his big problem, but фе trouble 
was, he coulda’ t share it with 
trained men who might have helped 
hin work it out. For whenever he 
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mentioned alternating m 
electrical слепе, ТЫ 
look at “at him NES bons ME 
стату. 


Phere tay vagy 
noon would 


Were 


But 1): N aue Ми: арн when 
he Anew he ld hel at Не was 
walki аа with шшен in the Boi de 
Boulogne Suddenly, це stopped 
shan KT Degan Jobbing sit his 
cant ats г: Ул мас 
the ан. 

EC: oa мот he Вой. “i 
15 the BID ting n. "ne ТЕТ STET 
сих es the DUC fo PrN, 5, pulls 


phject m 


the TN DIT КИНЕ ! ин ШАТ 
the Shift ta revoke CN | lan 
this Switch, causing the curent te 


flow first in one direc tion, then the 


other..." 
Never попа what his friend 
thought. Tesla had the answer. 


Amm mn idleaeuesscotled 
or Jooked Diank. But the niumnager, 
listening to the outpourings of 
scientific рибой, P though 
ef bis boss back inthe United States 
Ifthere aor sone чи! in who ihe 
Croat said I surely -fisnous elec - 
trical w in аға — be suani 
enough: m see и. VE 

So he gave Tesla a fetter of in- 
irodü dion to M TITRES Edison and 
urged him to trs his luck in Amer- 
Ica. Thus, Tesla, now 27, arrived 
in New York. He WLIS ыштанын; 
over six-Teet-two, with a distin- 
guished head and decp-set blue 
CN CS. ue SI. ТЕ; parce Was bro. ul 
across the cheekbones, his dark hai 
thick, Ta chin sh. TEN pointed. Ot 
world! goods, he had the clothes 
on his back, lout cents in gash, the 
letter to Edison, and tbe idca yy bic Ы 
was іш uue the world. 

Edison thought Jess than nothing 
ef the ilea. Û seemed) so prepos- 
terous that he wouldnt even Имей 


Расе 
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and, of course, Tesla һәй по 


draw рУ with which 10 ns to con- 
Y - 


vince biu But Edison pare hun a 
wh, {us he had - ҰШ ТЕН 
ах ай enpi ti and Edison песаси 
нар aen. 

Вам with routine clectricab work, 
"Leda waited: neatly thiee wears for 
a chance to ини Dis mental inate 
into an actual nietot he could һом 
tethers lu ТКА, he was able to 
Doros enough money to start his 
own Jaboratery, and the following 
yen the aliernating-curient пинг 
and generator were puc ial) cali- 
ies ыры ایا ایا‎ ше though 
much росс) engineci ing would 
all be needed to fit iben te coni- 
заста USC. 


(рор ундон», another 
иронии, мс the {изм te see then 
сыне НЕ the patents and 


value. He 
job as engineer ін his 


unc Feso a 
рамни factors. 

But Теа couldnt get along with 
the other Westinghouse engineers. 
Kiom his standpoint, the alternat- 
ивент pob was dene Куса 
бы boobs’ could ШАН а о! 
the dew летайте hanks. Мсии- 
tine, bis bain Вай sta! tel to hatch 
even bieger creas. Не went lack 

m ТОЕ: in New Yol 
“Be alone She ence told a 
M ince wien. «ТЕДІ Ци secret ol 


ИТЛЕ Ве. alone — that’s where 


ereat пісах are born 
i |. سے‎ ue 
PONE НЕ WAS Jn the years that 
lowed, Tesla Вай any at 


iade CQ THLE TICES, bur ONENE 


КЕНГЕ Alic UH vibe no woe | 


пи exer entered his poirsoual Щу. 
{йд nanne орамаға others was 
coral but reserved, distant His 
хе мен ох И uttered ls sorne 
cod, sitting on ап Olympus не 
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axe lhe iet of humanity; Backed 
у his fame, those words made a 
pemeudous inipression. 

Пс fectured at every scientifi 
center in this country and in all the 
importan capitals abroad. Things 
which, as vet, existed only заме 
that winevine brain of his were so 
real to hin, he made them real 
to his fasteners. 

He descubed radar and radio 
Inoadcasting end, een televison 
Не advocated electrotherapy. Не 
foresaw а day when man would 
control every respect 
even the weather : when machines 
ot АЙ kinds, and the power to run 
them, would bu so cheap that pox 
aly would vanish from the world 

Withoul wanting to he, Tesla 
was a superb acti Wier listening 
to Пил ang sene his wonders, au- 
dienees were ready to believe nearh 
ans thane. 

Tesla that 
sell electrice power cheap IE you 
could do away with the millions of 

poles and insulators, the millions of 
tons of copper wire used to (гат 
il from place to place Ме Инни и 
he knes how to do n- anu Р 
Morvan baked bins with $30 ОС? 
n әне ТАЛА, | 


ED huh a 
huge powa pleni with a 154-foot 
stee)-ribbed lowed rapped bs ad 


enormous mushrooin-shiaped. cop: 


Daune dn 


reasoned vou could 


per dome. Iron this dome he 
planned to bombard the earth SCI unt 
with millions. of volts of electi 


encres; The power so added to the 
earths permanent chage could be 
drained off at some other peint 
any point 0n the earths surface 
Thus, п мон be possible for ejec- 
uie power to be sent anywhere 
without conduits, poles or wires, On 
so he thought, until he tried ДЕ 


CORONET 


| Р 














































оли ieget 


"ATE зат ор, 
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In Novguuber, 1823, Tesla. an- 
nounced that he could abolish war. 

The inventor had designed a 
small, incxpensise, radioscontrolled 
boat which, through FS supposed 
ability to destroy the oiggest barle- 
ships, would make great navies use- 
less. Not many years later, he was 
talking of another superweapon а 
"death ray which would annihi- 


Jate whole armies. 


“Yet Testa never suspected that 
the real super weapon of фе fine 
would) come from atomie fission 
For Fimtan Basie notion which 
lec to smashing the atom, he had 
only ridicule; Aone dn his middle 
aec, he had fallen ont of step with 
the world’s creat thinker, 

Not all Tesla's hater inventions 
were fantastic. Some, ike his in- 
duction. coils and. oscillators, and 
pioneer work on "tuned" elect. 
circuits, were highly порота. 

Vhough he nevî succeeded. in 
HASHING power without wires 
or a big scale, he def? prove ibat a 
single мне is enough. And some ol 
his brilliant prophecies inspired the 
more plodding scientists to work out 
the practical problenis of induction 
heating, radio-teli phone, radar and 
many other electronic marvels ot 
today. 

But as he grew older, he with- 







mm her adn] further with. 
1 sch Ны зрение proplhiei TEN 
Sued lib a sodee tro orl 
planet, For Coripaniens! jp new, 
the old mon hd only Bis dress 
and they mies Vrangel wh * 
уса. Compl tels alone at per, a 
Stepped, g ШИН бан: мир chan, sut 
very Пай, be usd и» dp treni bes 
hotel room, bos 4 baz FEPTEM 
and trudge ssl over to п реп 
where ICT EF idus pi на ayate 
him These "XE NT ENTIS 1 И ү 
needed htm, doas the weed cad 
not. 

When he tres ton atl tea Uu fof, 
each Hay die sent a Western Union 
Het teef- 


TIE the Бате, thre Poy м в Нине bed 


нее нор tas AME ри 


Io see if any of ghe Vi] seve ТЫ чи | 
И so, Ве мах to Drine ther buck po 
ах troom where the 
уон ouise форт genthi back to 
health. 

Perhaps this sad Hete Libor of 
Jove Їли ЕНТ the тан м dae 
changed the world lad, at List, dis- 
соус! а веси track 


идеи 


ON CIC 5 Рі һар hie 
knew now that the HINT 
for gond lies not in lonek thought 
ЖП tea homan beart pulsating 

like his own “tuned circuits = in 
tune with the Беота his fellow 


men. Or did he ever know? You 


could never be sure about Tesla. 


" d Winnie Wit % 


Г тив FARE Y 19204, when Winston Chuu tall fad off ndeg both his 
own supporters and the political opposition, the lati George Зерна Я 
Shaw wrote Вии: TÎ enelose tao vonchers би the pir ute ofany new 


plas. for voursclf and Ни nd 


id SN * 


Bak qe the Рау тени сане the ghe ate che chs wath thes 


pote from Wine” 


SUE regret Гане unabbl to att nd Чи premiere of 


your зим play; Please send me two vouchers lor the second рб ораи 


- Hany. 
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ГЕ С RECOGNITION F OR TESLA. | 


` ` At long last Serbiaris—American and - ve 
1 acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of 
` Bia's greatest sons. 


E" М 


—— 


= 


| Fpr, the world-wide Centennial celebration of Df. 
Nikol&-Tesla/s birth next year, Serbs on this Continent 
plan to erect а bust statue of the electrical genius to stand 
before- the entrance of the Monastery at Libertyville, Hl. < 
- Steps lopking towards that end were taben at the recent 
SNF jcenvention following the reading of by President 
Milf Radakovich from His Grace, Bis Nicolai. As іле іші | 
~“Gersally-renowned churchman sted EET at зы 
^ monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla .. -:....An@ that Һе, 
мән а SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX. clergy: | 
_ man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan in Lika.:  - 
Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be а — 
' . one and representative of ALL the Serbian огдаййкено 
the United States and Canada? He naturally looked to the. 
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Bu 
also besought the help of the Serbian Natl Defense mE 
Jedinstvo beneficial society. 


, Fhe Convention voted $1000 for the — ind. а 


hand collection was among the. delegates- and | ® 
' guests, kinsmen MiloisKonievich of Joliet, ШІ, giving. 
' $200. It ence Miei the of the needed 4 


БЕ 





will be raised thru public good-will, offerings: воб ч 
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned. : 


And after a suitable bust has been erected for Dr.. 
Bishop Nicolai suggest 


‚ memory of Dr. Mi 


author and eaucator. 


This is а subject near and — to all good Serbian — 


imilar-like monument honor Eh 
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sary monies and complete the 
Project іп time (ог the world- 
wide Centennial, celebration for 
‘the genius next gear. i 

'Spearheading tke movement for 


| PITTSBURGH, PA. — The Serb 
Nat'l Federation Executive Board 
acted quickly to implement a 
onvention decision to honor the 







me of the illustrious Dr. Nik- 
esla. recognition, espécially among 
At its first meeting of Orto- | American elements, is the (TESLA 


SOCIETY, founded by в Sentist- 
engineer Leland nderson, h fanat- 
ical admirer of the late Dr. Nikola 
Tesla. 

Mr. Anderson right now is con- 
ducting a search for a famous por- 
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz- 
ard done at the turn of the century 
in New York. 


Seek Missing Portrait 


” 
Іп his current TESLAIAN bub- 
lization, Mr. .Andgrson revealed the 
work, by 


ber 8, the Board drafted a resolu- 
Чоп calling on all SNF members 
and good Serbians to help fi- 
‚ mance a memorial project fer the 
‚ late scientist-inventor genius. 
This would stand beore the 

entrance of the Monastery іп 
Libertyville, ML 

СФ of the contemplated project, 
which would clarion to the world 
that Mr. Tesla was a Serbian, is 
estimated at $3000. The Convention 
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand 





collection among 122 delegates. Princess Vilma Lwoff- 
yielded several ndred dollars,Parleghy, is missing. `. 
more. Reviewing developments, Mr. 


Anderson wrote: 

“On March 1, 1916, the Princess 
gave a reception ir her new studio 
in New York especially to exhibit 

Balance of the needed sum is now her latest protrait of N'kola Tesla. 
lDeing sought thru good-will offer- An article in the NEW YORK 
ings of the general Serbian popu- TIMES for March 2. 1916. stated— 
lace n the United States and Сап-: “44 was one of the beliefs сг 
Mr. Tesla that there was some- 
thine unlucky about posing for а 
victure and he never sat te апу 
hef-re he conn the stndio af 
the Prin Б e room which she 
г MM chosen did not ive a Sky- 


| Kinsman Milos Konjevich of 


. Joliet, Ill, gave $204. 
Public Aid Sought 









' conducted to help defray 
=  expernes on Shadeland, 
pas been tablished. — ` 

* № № hoped to raise the neces- 


abet. D Ah —— — 
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light in it and the mwueb. 
North exposure was missing. 
`  *At the auggestion of Mr. Tesla, 
a cluster of powerful incandescents 
was put up in the corner of the 
apartment and the rays, filtered 
thru blue glass, were just the right 
quality. The portrait was shown 
under the same illumination. | 
At Ease for Sitting | 

“ "Мг. Tesla, having selved 
problem of the artifical gan, fell to 
thinking about other parts of the 
universe, and there he sat oblivious 
to his surroundings. 

* "The painter was able to pr 
duce а likeness іп whick. there 
no evidence that the subject wal | 
conscious that anybody w | 
watching him, much less study- | 
ing his features from the other 
side of the easel. | 
* ‘Among those who attended the 

reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex- 
ander. Henry P. Davison. the 
Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 
Е. T. Isham.’ 

After the реа died. in 1923. 
her studio and аП objects of art, | 
was sold 2% suction. 

Тһе Telsa portrait, .S3x458 
inches, appeared on the cover of 
TIME mhzazine (July 26. 1) 
and т the ELECTRICAL RX- 
РЕБІМЕМТЕН Qanwrp- 1890. 
Mr. Andemon says. m à 

„Its location в not how known. 
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NU y 14 day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, Q.. 
“ Djuro Lukich ` 





Cadiz, O., Serb Gives $100 E К 
For Bust Image of Inventor | 
To Be Placed at Monastery 


Pittsburgh, Pa.—Half of thg $3000 fund goal for a statue 
memorial of the late Dr. Nikola Tesla has been realized, the | 





. SNF announced today. 
In fact, total contributions counted so far come to 


$1580. 
The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicolai 
э— ——— — — iti... 


for Serbians to do honor for the 

memory of the noted electrical historians, writers, educators, 

wizard during the world-wide scientists, etc., would not be 

Centennial celebration planned thisled, Bishop Nicolai believes. 
for the genius next year. | Be that as it may, the SNF's 
«оз! is to amass the weeded mon- 
" - in ies — 7 ай rl — ies in time to erect and dedicate 
ti t Ni Falls, Can- the memorial before the Tesla 
xda, priis delegnios approved а Centennial celebration ends. | 
$1000 gift from the SNF and | Donors and the amounts of 

‚ decided to raise, by public . their donations are as follows: 


grant, the balance of $2000. | SNF f ws $ 1000.00 
A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich 200.00 | 
122 grass-roots leaders of the 5о-. “ Fodor Dragich - : 59.00 
ciet raised another $450. Then. | `“ Petar Borovich 25.00 | 
first meeting October 5, the SNF Coanee! М. Stone 725.00 © 
y-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepáncvich 20.00 
the SNF appealed to the mem-, " Maxim Jakovac 20.00 
‚ bership at large to fulfill the bal. “ Па Janjanin ` 20.00 
j ance required. . ЕЕ rpm ‘Balta . 10.00 
* Jovan Vukcevich 10.00 
First Contribution $100 © Milan Kajganovieh (0.06 


A scant 24 hours after ше є ap- : “ Stevan Rogulje. 410.00 i 
peal was published in the Society's — " Bogdan Daglėich 3. 00 
Milan Тот 5.00 


“Srbobran” organ last Wednes-, a 
* Todor Vuieich | $.00 


gave $100. 
“Тһе proposed memorial, а " С. Stoisavijevith - 
' statue image, would be placed be- i °“ В. Vukadinovith - 
i fore the entrance of the St. Sava " Janko Mrmich. 
| Serbian Monastery in Libertyville,| ^" Petar Maravich 
lIn. · “ Mirko Baranin 


222222 
2333323 


bo 


ation at Niagara Falls, Can- 
a, the delegates approved à 
000 gift from the SNE. and 
cided to raise, by 

ant, the balance of $2000. - 


grase-roots leader 


raised. алет ШЕ. * 


first meeting OcteBer $, tha SNF Counsel 


5* Executive. Board ret Delegate. м ERR 
Maxima. Jak 


SNF appealed to, the шеп! 








ship at large to fulfill the bal- . | 


e required. | 
First Contribution. $100 


^ scant 24 hours aítet фе ар- 


il was published i in the Society's 
‘-bobran” organ last Wednes-, 
/ Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O.. 
'e $100. | 
Гһе proposed menos | 
tue image, would be placed ber; 
e the entrance of the St. Sava 

-bian Monastery in Libertyville; | 


“There & would proclaim to 

та of thousands of Serbian 
sitors annually that ‘Nikola 
esla was cf Serbian immigrant 
ock and son of a Serbian 
rthodox clergyman,” Bishop 
icolai declared. 


For half a century and more, Martha Mamula Bielosh 


Prof. 


Can.) 


Ikja Мы 5% з 
Lou Balts.-. 
Jovan Vukcevieh 


Milan Kajganovieh 
* Steven Кори .- 
Bogdan Dreagisigh | 
Milan Tomich: | 


Todor Vuicieh | 
Djuro Lukich. — 
С. Stoisavijevich 


В. Vukadinovich 


Janko Mrmich . 
Petar Maravich 
Mirko Baranin 
Stanko Jelich 
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— = -«lebratien ende, 
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5.00 
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Anthony Tomovich 
(Edmonton, Alberta, | 


‚Теа Andia Mamula 
: (Pittsburgh) 


‚ general American public has (Pittsburgh) 
en misled anent the nationality Sime Zelich (Cadiz, O.) 
* the man who foretold thé com- Milinko Alexich, war invalid 


Ki Omaha, Nebr.) 


x of atomic energy power. 
Only recently, a prominent 
umerican magazine listed him, 
scorrectly, аз of Croatian 
tock. The mistake was subse- 
uently publicly corrected with 
nologies by the publication. 
But lacking an image reference, 
th historical statistics, similar 
rors are likely in the future. 


Old References Poor 


The magazine publication, for 
stance, explained it obtained its 
‘етепсе material from an anti- 
ated guide book. 
Since the misleading matter 
те was never challenged bv: 
rbians and other interested 
rties before, the magazine logi- 
ly assumed it was factual. j 
Erection cf a bust statue. | 
Jen listing Dr. Tesla's date of 
irth. Басе. nare^ts, ete., 
vonld counter "he old «de 
nd make certain that future | 
ЛЕО ао 


Total 


10.00 
5.00 


10.00” 
100.07 


$1," 
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-—the honoring. — of two of Serbia's best-known immi- 


grant sons who contributed so greatly to the, welfare and 
prosperity of their adopted America. - N 
We hope to report developments as soon as they take 


: plàce, remembering Bishop Nikolai's concluding remarks: 


\ 


*Nikola Tesla, in the field of science, brought the 
Serbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian 
knights on the field of battle.” 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Gentlemen: 


During my senior year at Georgetown University, read J.J,O'Niel's 
Biography of Nikoli Tesla; the book, entitled rodigal Genius” 
described quite a few of Tesla's experiments, most of which I fried 
myself in the phyeics lab. I аш interested in reviewing Tesla's 
experiments іп wireless electric power transmission. 


Unfortunately, Tesla died in 1945 Just at the time he supposedly 
had developed a system of wireless power transmission, Since World 
War ll was then in progress his papers were seized and sealed by the 
F.B.I. I suppose that by now Tesla's papers have been released for 
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress prodWeed по 
results, Therefore, I have two questione; Б 


| 1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla's scientifio papers? 


2) If so, are they available Гог public inspection? 
If they were released, who bas them? 


I Will certainly appreciate any help you can give ше aloag these lines, 
Tesla published very little of his findings; this, coupled with the 
fact that wireless power ie connected by most people with "Death Rays" 
and crack-pots has made it nearly impossible for me to find anything 
on the subject, i 
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бе | DEDE Ls А 2 ™ | 
| — кий ыы ыы 
а тег letter бім jue. ше bas бона — 
. . and in response те урак advise that " 
fles reflect that the, Vie Tesla were taken into eublody ` 
after Ms death by tag Office of Allen | riy өмі pot by this Bureau. 
ма Vin tay шады 
Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the information 
you requested. | 
Sincerely yours, 
dag oo gi 2 iU 
т те 
z% LÀ = 


ду 


МОТЕ: Bufiles reflect no record оп: ‘correspondent and reveal the Forrec 


JUN2 9 1956 | spelling of Tesla's name as nen " Bufiles reflect this type pu h 


been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answering r 
inquiries. (65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr, Belmont 
Boardman 6-29-55, Bet ош background of this matter which concerned th 
` death òl esli, а famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved 

` in this matter, and the opening of the safe oo his effects was не 
by "EE oe of Alien кые 
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оре Mem. ~ кезек * UNITED 222: GOVERNMENT 


то: DIRECTOR, РВЇ | DATE 7/25/57 
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M : SAC, NEW YORK (65-12290) 7 А RS D 
= E 
UBJECT: коа безл (Deceased) EN DUE 






[ee street, New York 93^ id 
М 24, New York, а ев citizen of Yugoslav 
| extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily furnishes . 
, the New York Office sith information he сова сога to "x 
: be in the interests of the Security of A rud | к тз 
— States Government, furnished Special Ag О 
WICHOLAS J.MASTROVICH the following info не — 
July 3, 195T: 
/ 






WHA BLE: L2 N 
ated that a certain woman named (X 
Mrs. MARG TORM who lives with her husband, 

JOHN, at the олова Но%81, 51 West 818+ Street, New 

York 24, Мем York, has been завше newsletters which 

éontain armation pertaining to TIE saucers | 


ап erplanetary „ет; и AE te [feme | Went (= 


stated that in his opinioH Mr. апа (b) 
Mrs. STORM are exploiting the reputation and genius 

of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased,inventor of Yugoslav 

extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of 

his inventions in the United States. 


TESLA was born in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in 
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894 
and became a naturalized United States citizen. In 
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two 
years later he invented the Tesla motor and designed 2. 
а plan fòr the transmission of alternating current. ~ 
In subsequent years, TESLA's discoveries and inventis 
inchded such fields and appliances as wireless. `s 
communication, eleptribal} обвод АВ Лот, radiant’ power and 
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radio active matter. — 1900, communications ы $s” 
and wireless power iis on — а most of с? 
his research. T йыр «tc? — 
(2- Bueau (RM) (Епсв. Sa ‚ SE , = —22 ids S 
Dos Amngelés^o (Info) E ) (вм) 
l - New York (65-12290) | RECORDED- -56 n гә 4957 | d 
ri da INDEXED 7 —— a 
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| carried an article setting forth N 


МҮ 65-12290. 


ТЕЗЬА! В. only military — мав · га method 


to which he once siuded but-new fully described: buius 


This “dnvention was a means whereby әй impenetrable 
"wall of force" can be erected around the United . 

States' borders which would render helpless any 

military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence 


of his plan in 1934 and stated he intended to present 
“it to the Geneva Conference but. seldom. referred to At 
“afterward. . 






The "New York Times" dated 9/22/96, | 
18 plan for a 


Meath. He we و“‎ ae ormati 


"Death нау". ‘Tis articie Xncluded information to 

the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birth » July 10, 19%, 
advised New York Times reporter WILLIAM CE 

that he Was ready to divulge to the United States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which 

he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 

of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 

defense would be built around the country against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how 

large. ‘According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was 


LA == سا‎ д dmi 


Ж based on &n entirely new ргіпёёр1е of Physics that 


"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
ths ігіпсіріе embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmission Ж electrical power froma distance, 
for which he received a number of basic patents. 


TESLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of & 


` Square c:gégtimeter in diameter and could be 
generated from a special plant that would cost no more 


than two million dollars -nå would take only about three 
months to castruct. TESLA stated that a dzen such +- 
plants located at strategic points along the hast, 5 
according to TESLA, would.be enough to defand the 

United States against all possible aerial attacks. 

TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine 

and would also ignite explosives aboard апу bomber. 

TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could 

be devised and he asserted that the beam would be ail 
penetrating. 
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NY 65-12290 


. TESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that he 


 "makes.one important stipulation before he would 


divulge this secret to She United States Government Wn 
and that was that should the United Stats Govérnment ” . 


 mecide to take up his offer, he would бо to work at 


once but that the United States Government would have Ж 


. to trust him. FESLA stated that he would suffer 


no interference from experts." PM p UA Е а к (XS 


7 о 


In ‘this "Нем York Times" ‘article Иг. LAWRENCE 


| acenented that wih conditions as they were in 1940, 


>Я thh bha aA Сғатла art iner nasty tn anand 


аца Bibl уыс VILL VŪU 12 wQ vigi рома AV У ME iss 


millions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA's 
great reputation as an inventor, who ану ‘мав many 
years ahead of his time, should be given careful ~- 


f p» i 
ett 
та 


` consideration. Иг. LAWRENCE sited, in hi8 opinion, 


the United States Government should take Мг. TESLA | oe 5% 
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 


The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no 
indication that any additional developments were 
earried on in connection with ТЕЗА!8 invention and 
whether or not TESLA fully divulged pee new pian. 
to the United States Government. . 


TESLA died at the age of cM on — 7, 1943. 


Mr. provided а two page copy of the (002 
above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM 


have been distributing in connection with the alleged 


invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. . ad 
Mrs. STORM, consists of а radio type machine known as 
the Tesla S8t which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938 


for interplanetary communication. Мг. and Мга. STORM- 
claim that TESLA's engineers did not complete the Н 
` Tesla Set untilcafter TESLA's Geath in 1943. Мг. ада 
‘Mrs. STORM claim that this Set was placed in.opemx£ion 


in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers have been 
in close touch with space ships. etc. | 
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The Hewsletter furnished by Mr m included « Gap) 
. the РНР 5 names:  - 


Н 


. + 






| EL, Yucca , Valley, Ou] ofomia ВЕ 7. 
d, London, Ragland _ 
— 


The tiles of the Мем York Office containe x 
no pertinent information regarding any of the HO MMC 
above mentioned individuals. ғ ' 


— <р 


- 


Two photostatic copies of Anti Hewslecter K 
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of T og 
information while one copy is being submitted to — 
the Los Angeles Officefbr information purposes. | 
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kr. J. Edgar Hoover 71 INFOR MATION n 


ote emt d TRE pos 
lear Sir: | — d 
y 2.4. EA ТРД 
І an hopeful that you сып help me obtain cértain information- | - 
on records апа data, which belonged to Dr. Nixole Tesla. of 


de was an Electrical Engineer anc prolific inventor. 

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 anà diec in the 
United States, New York City, January "th, 1942. Не wes a 
naütur.iized citizen of tnis country. 


Ine only informetion I could find cf nis гессгаз was 
= report thet the F.B.I. reuoveà nis papers for examninetion, 
апа that the recorus were sealed by the custodién of alien 
property. 


I nave Leen doing some theoretical гезесгси of my 
own, which I Lelieve wey te along the same lines he follovec 
in certain of nis exneriments. I also believe the development 
of nis idezs vould be in tue interest of cur country recuraless 
of «По Gevelopes tnem. 


If it is at all совзісіе for me to neve access to 
at least scwe of nis experinents1 sacra, I would certainly 
appreciate it. І zm not etie, tg reason cf the vast finances, 

wnich would te rejuired, to conàuct such experiments uy self, 
So tne cata ne mace anG "coll ected would be inv.luztle. 


Of course, it is розз Ле tn&t nis recorás ао not 
c^nt.in materiz! pertinent to nis electronics vork, because 
from whit I unterstand from reccing &bcut him, he kept most 
of his reccrds in his heuc enc wrote dovn very little cf his 
Qate. 


It is also 20$$101е that soue of nis iceag ere 
impractical, tut I fetl sure tnat certain of nis ieus will 
be of 1илепзе value to our country within the next several | 
cecuces ог even before, if tney аге developec at a гаріс rate. ,- 


I would appreciate hearing from you on the „subject, 
if you have any infoeanetion pertaining to it, which уса coulda 


make available to me. hü.- - 2231 - 


Ur Sincere. 
% 16 МАЗ 18 E 
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TO : MR. твоттЕн [id v E. / jg, DATE: 12-6-60 : Tamm 


fit) Trotter 
ad 0p W.C. Sulbvan — 
Tele. Room — 


Ingram 


FROM = ° . O 2 M 
A. K. B M —— /у УД) 20, — 
Ve y Чиу 1 

















sUBJECT: NIKOLA — (DECEASED) Ж? NED 
RMATION CONCERNING 







telephon was геїегг 
by switchboard because he wanted to talk with someone in charge of в 
of deceased. IE said he is making a research study for U. S, Air Forc 
on subject of — His deadline is ten Уола * now. Қ ssa, P 





he just discovered a sentence in a book by John WY O'Neill en 
Prodigal Genius -- The Life of Nikola Tesla," whith states the FBI det 

tody « of papers from Tesla's safe after his death in New York City in 
1934. Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist and inventor in the 












electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York City. e- 

que ediate access to Tesla's scientific works which may shed light 
research study. I told we would naye somebody from у“ 

our Boston Office contact him immediately. = ( b J| 


Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con- (2) 
ducted by Bureau, Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking 


custody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death appeared in O'Neill's (с) 
book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from 

scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. Each inquiry has been 

answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Teslà's effects, but | 
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart- 


Шы on == чу -— — 


ment of Justice may have examined T'esla's effects. (File indicates that 
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's " 
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final dispost- 
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.) 






А teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent 
ШЕШЕ telephoned again to furnish me the exact page in O'Neill's book іп 
which he refers to the FBI. At that time I told J statement in the 
book was untrue -- that the FBI had not examined or taken custody of Tesla's | 
papers. I suggested t that he might contact Office of Alien Property. 
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary. ) //60--4 22-5/- 7 
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Ва Ше 100-2237 i ~| 0 


- Мг. Belmont 
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7. 
! — И 14, 1961 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 11 IMCORMATION CONTAINED 
Department of information Mx LE н, 


Washington 25, D, C, ATTEN S UNCLA^SIFICD 
Dear Sir: EZ dA BY dn ut 


I am a college student who is doing a research paper 
: cx А . 
on Nikola Tesla. As I was collecting the material for my 


paner I discovered that at the ti о 
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department of the F.B.1. confiscated the data and papers 
that Tesla had cellected from his research in the field of 


electricity. This confiscation of his material was stated 
hn J. ‚Ме: | 
in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by J. JA otNeil, published in 1944 at 


New York city by Mashburn Inc. 


t 


| E 
I have developed an interest in the discoveries and d- 





accomolishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 


shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 


mitted to release, I will sincerly appreciate your co- 


operation in helping me give the proper recognition, to to this 


mena CE 


‚ДЕС: 55 /00- 342 37- 112 ues 


elow I have listed 
1 
facts that may be helpful to уои; a FEB28 19% 
кетет | EX. / 6 A — س‎ д 
1. Born in 1856 at Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia XC 
2. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a 
short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 
3. vied on January 7, 1943 at New York city 


great scientist and American. 






и 
7 


Thanking you for your time and co-operation that I have 0 


P 1 remain, 
| es — ^ 
cree dug Sincerly Yours, / 
сд 
7 
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ak Your letter of February М, 1961, ias been 2 


. * received, td ie lares wich prompta you writ а. 








appreciated. | | CE Xue tide ыы T es 
| | X ч cr у Я 5 pes 
In response to your — I wish to advise 
— our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
чеди ats Narr rd rae TE 
E | Property of the Department of Justice | сда 


Since we did not participate in the handiíag of Dr Әс. Tesia's 
‘etfects, we are unable to apply the — yos desire 





FEB 2 31961 
COMMFBI Û 


| ' s. dq 5 2, 74Arector - | na 
| NOTE: ' No record could be located in Bafiles. identifiable with | We 2 Hn 
` correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was а ^ 2? 












































3 * . world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of hig death, all. * 445 
29 Фу o ot his personal papers and effects were believed gangerous ut 4 
| £34 ` ,gountiy's security if they tel jnto/authorized hands. “Phe арта 
TORRENS "Prodigal Genius," by Jaha J. ЧО: Май, alleges that | PEI took ` u 
Parsons over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his roper Oy TEM or 
E e Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property-of 
— the Department who did во, and the above reply is forwarded in 
DeLoach 
Milone 
F 








answer to related inquiries. 
Tele. Room TN m / d 
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November 21, 1962 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington 25, D.C. 


Gentlemen: 
1 ап making а study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the 
life and works of ies Mr, Tesla died on January 7, 1945 in the 
Hotel New Yorker. Since F.B.I. Operatives opened his safe and took his 
papers for examination, I wonter if these papers are available for perusal? 
If they are available, where would they be located, and аге copies available 
to the public? 
I ам а citizen of the Unite? States, and have been cleared for security--- 


Thank you very much for any infornation or help you may be able to 





give me in this matter!! (p 


Respectfully yours, (2 











RA қу” eos de de (^ue > ety Mex 5 November 21, 1982 
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Ce] .0 7 MET we 
7 Your letter of November 8464 has been received. 2 


4 In response to your inquiry, 1 would like to point... 
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after ·` - 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesia's effects, I am unable to supply the 
information you desire. ^ Me Е Т, SS 






Bincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover 


donn Edgar Hoover | 
Director 


``. NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. - - 
` C < Вне 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla was one of the worlds — °=" 
' outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of · 
Ais death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed . 
‚dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
. “hands. The book, "Prodigai Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges | 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating 
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicate jhat it was the Office 

















oo of Alien Property of the Department, which @id so, and the above reply 
— has n forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Dr. Tesla was 
она born iff Yugoslavia and died in New York City 1-7-43.. 
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2, 10 March 1964. 





Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C, 


Dear Sirs, 


For some time, have beep, wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the late Nikola Tesla, the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. Accounts ‘have it that his beléngings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything сап be learned about this. 


Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 


Sincerely, 
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N CONT AINED 


ap — | 
В - 7 YNCLASSIEED | 
@ t 21-3-0010 | 
геа — | 


Your letter of March 10th has been received. 


№ response to your inquiry, I would like tọ point eut 
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
the FBI. Since we did not participate іп the handling of Dr. Теңіз! в 
effects, I аш unable to supply the information you desire. 


di 
S Eg 
Bincerely yours, т? > 
Со» 
& Edgar Roover Kye — 
John Edgar Hoover US дө 
Director 2 $ = 


“<< 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent, 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believe 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. © Neil, alleges that the FBI took over а 
certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whëhdid so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 0) 
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Sir, 
Te sfo- 


According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa" 
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Мг. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the 


papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy? 
alr) 
—, Ч OÉ) 


4. 
dca ^ — 
27756 Pardical а, Yikel, М 
СЫ 


L Aw honed ad oc — a ? /20-2237- /5 
| —2 
nu FOR KONO 

VEREIN IS UNCL 

VEREIN IS yi К Vue 


DATE — 
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June 22, 1964 





м. Hd € c aw 
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M 
Your card of June 16th bas been received. 


In response to-your inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 


Sincerely yours, 


8. Edgar Hoover 





NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 


i 1 t€ wit. 
TELLS LIIAL LI ЧУМА ААА ТА АЛАҚ Уы electrical invent 


and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized han: 
The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ov 
а certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 


indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did s 
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries 
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March 28, 1967 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION E 
Department of Information ! FORMATION CONTAINED 


9th Street & Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. "ТМ IS UNCLASS FIED 


Washington 25, D. C. 20535 2 
UATE 252-80-40 






Dear Sirs: 


I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I am attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola" Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died in his hotel room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 


During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. Аз a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 


In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author 
States on page 277: | 


"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel £e 
room shortly after his death and opened the safe 

in his room. They took the papers that it con- 

tained in order to examine them for a reported 

Secret invention of possible use in the war..." 


I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and’ have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre- 
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Sincerely yours, 


ciated. 
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Your letter of March 28th Баз been recetved. 


In response to your Inquiry, the effects of 
Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office 
a Ше Property of the Department of Justice and not by the 
FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 


Fl 


Sincerely yours, 
1. tdgar Hoover 


т | ығ б. 
r 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, 
all of his personal papere an and effects were believed ете to 
the country's security, и ;, fell into unauthorized Ñ The 

book, "Prodigal Сепібв,! by John J. O'Neil, alJeifes thd? the ЕБІ 
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i cache IS UNLESS Strep 


Dear Mr. Hoover, DATE. 2 4.24 ВУ tt, ЖЕ 


Іп the year 1943 the F.B.I. confiscated all of the papers 
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nikola Tesla. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord- 
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 


I have studied all of the material on ee man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain' of his time, 


Thomas Edison. 


Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse | 
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara } 
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of | 
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. "' T 


ul 


What I am wondering is maybe these paper 


at I ar ider s, maybe these papers coi 
reclassified from whatever "Тор Secret" classification they now hav 
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. 


e 


c 
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I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 


It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 


I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows allof Tesla's ideas. Апа studying other men's ideas is the way 
to advance in science faster. 8 00-202 /- 
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March 4, 1969 


Тойы 9l 7 
К reog ATION CONTAINED 

рум IS Ui ANCL Ууз 
DATE 2 
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Dear (ЕР 


ч» 
Your letter of February 25th has been received. 


29 


v 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop- 
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the ЕБІ. Since we did 
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesia's belongings, I am unable 
to furnish the information you desire. (À:popy of your commünication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours, 
MAILED 10 J. Edgar Hoover 
MAR 4 - 1969 
COMM-FBI ү 





NOTE: Bufiles contain по record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 

at the time of his death, allof his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor - 
ized hands. Тһе book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. O'Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop- 
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 
Attorpey General, Civil Divisi the Department. 
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April 8, 1970 | 





Federal Bureau of investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: Ni kol 


1 am doing a research paper on Nickola Tesla and would 
appreciate it if you could please provide me with the 
following information. 


That information being why did your Bureau impound his 
personal effects immediately after his death on 
January 7, 1943. Secondly. could you provide a list 
of those effects, and lastly, when were they released 
апа to whom меге they given. 


Thanking you for the information pet 
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In reply to your inquiry of April 8th, the effects 


of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 
A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart- 
ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer. 
Sincerely yours, 
t Edgar Hoover 
MAILED 9 John Edgar Hoover 
APR 14 1970 Director 
۸ 2 COMM-FBI 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with РЕР) 
edt: Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Wesla was а world-famous electrical 
Ий inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
Bishop effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
E into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. 
22-2 O'Neil, alleges that the ЕБІ took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
e of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
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Gale 

is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred 
stant Attorney General, - Division of th artment. 
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Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest 
which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to 
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
and the FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong- 
ings. Xin addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
the ederal Government and matters such as you mentioned do not 


JUL 15 1970 => d 


A. : —— no record of correspondent, Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and, 

at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effectis were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
bands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
e appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used (| 
ЖЕР г related inquiries. 


ж ; , 
еоте within the scope of this Bureau's authority. 
Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 











— John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mr. 4. Edgar Hoover, 


Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Қ 
Washington D. C. С 


Dear Sir, STP [ег м 


I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil- 
trated with foreign agents, aid there is а very good chance this could be of extreme 
importance for the defenee of our nation. 


1 met а man a number of years ago that was raised on Leng Island in the 
neighborhood where Mr, Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. Не told ae 
of Mr. Teslats notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
eguipment, It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 
could be found. 


Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr, Marconi, who received the credit, and 
pioneered many fields. Не was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math 
to keep up with his work. 


He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the werld and 
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to tnis was violently 
disliked and сійлоі receive acknowledgement Гог his discoveries. Опе of the notes 
read by this man told of the radic transmission of electricity being brought to a 
high degree of effiency. 


Now here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 
currant events report on an article appearing іп a small publication of that name 
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tais 
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that 
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a vertic&l 
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass 
as it would shatter or lose it's monecular coohesion. It was refused. 


There is a good chance that this data is in the files of та What 
a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-l11g REC-3 JOO -2237 19 
01 mag- 


I have had some results along this line with structured vortice 
netic fields, but do not have the technic,l equipment ог gnowledge to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals with | айы :е1єхаїі- 
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. 9 2. «<: 
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6 DECEMBER 1971 
FEDERAL BUREAU ОР INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Dear Sir: 

I have recently begun a oollection and reading file of all 
matters pertaining to Wikol(/teala. In so doing I was amazed to find 
that upon his death; January 7, 1945, ір NYC, your bureau oonfined 
his papers. May I ask if you still "have them in jail". I am extremely 
interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla" 
library. Your assistance would be &reatly appreciated. 


Very truly yours, 





December 14, 1971 


22232190 AL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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> 
Your letter of December 6th has been receíved. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. We діс not participate in the handlinc 
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copies of your 
communication and my reply have been referred to the 
z Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours, 


J, Edgar Hoover 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla 
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal 
Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro- 
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
ttorney, Civil Division, of the Department, 
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Federal Bureau Of Invest 
Ninth Street and Pennsyl 
Northeast washington D. 


Dear Sirs, 


Upon rea ding а biograph 
read more on hin and his 
Stated that the F.B.I. w 
papers and locked them i 
know is the real reason 
possible to see some of 
his. 


I can think of only one 


igation 
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ent 


y on Nikola Tesla, I found the urge to 
works. At the end of the book it was 
ent to his hotel room gatherád up his 
па vault. The thing I would like to 
they were locked up and if it would be 
these records and any other works of 


possible reason ав to cause of his 


records beinz locked up апа that 4s because he was too far 
advanced for his time. This s ems to be the only logical 
Solution, but, with technolozy much more advanced now than in 
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where 


he left off. 
Please let me know If I 


can look а% the records апа 4f you can 


please answer my question of the real reason his records were 


locked up. 
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Your letter was received on October 26th. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Hikola 
Tesla were impounced, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not Бу the PBI. Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward- 
ing а copy of your communication and of this reply to the 
Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours, 


L. Patrick Gray III ' 


L. Patrick Gray, III 
. MEEDA — Actíng Director 


00781192 ` 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.  Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
Felt at the tite of hiS death, all of his personal, papers and effects were 
баке----- believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into 
Bishop unauthOüjized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, 
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Your letter was received on April 9th. 


April 11, 1973 





In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after Mis c death, by the Office of Alien Property 
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did not 
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, Iam unable to 
furnish the information you desire. ee 


of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice. 


— n 
у JEL 


L. Patrick Gray, ІП 
Acting Director 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent, (Butile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
country’s security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal 
Genius, " by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
opened it, appropriating his property. Buflles clearly indicate that it was the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did во, and the above reply 
ur. Callahan — 16 forwarded in answer to related — of letter refenred to the 
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Gentlemens DATE 

I would like to know 37 any microfilm or other 
recroductions of Nikola Tesla's notes and papers exist at 
your office. Tesla was а famous scientist who died in 


New York City. Тһе Federal Bureau of Investigation entered 
his safe Bhortlv after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After tne war the papers 
were offered to any group that would start а museum to 
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally 
Sent to the Tesla Museum in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, sometime 
in the early 1950's, possibly jost before 1954. Tesla was 
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase syster, as 
well as all flourescent and neon larps. Не was a major 
sioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 

of the early principles of radar. He declined nomination 
of а Nobel Prize. Не was a naturali,ed citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were 
sent to another nation. 

I would like to ехапіпе some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only 
Been a condesnsed copy of his research from Colorsdo 
Springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles 
and equipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter. 
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Your letter was received on June 25th. 





In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the ЕБІ. Since we did not participate іп the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongincs, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. ^ copy of your communication 


and of this reply have been referred to the Department 
of Justice. 


Sincerely yours, 
WilliamD. Ruckelshaus 


William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 






































ОТЕ:; Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 7 
-15-66 in reply to nis inauiry regarding the Air Force's J) 
roject Blue Book and UFC Sdghtings.ygBufile 100-2237 reflects 
hat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and — 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects AD 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, “Prodigal Genius," by »— 
— John J. O'Neill, alleged that the ЕБІ took over a certain safe (2 
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This is to acknowledge receipt of your Preedom of 
Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI 
by the Department of Justice on October 2218.57 


In response to your request for files pertaining 
to Nikola Tesla, please be advísed that in order to preserve 
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a 
similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the FBI to maintain 
the practíce of not indicating whether we do or do not have 
such information in our files. 


If you can provide notarized authorizatión-from 
Mr. Tesla's next of kin directíng us to release to you any 
information our files may contain concerning him, we shall 
thereafter search our fíles and advise you accordingly. 
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Since we have not conducted a search of our files, 
please do not infer that we do or do not have the information 
you requested. 





Sincerely yours, 
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С. М. Kelley, Por 
Assoc. Dir, — — Clarence M , Kelley x 
Dep. AD Adm. _ | 
Dep. AD Inv. _ Director © 
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April 20, 197 


Mr. Clarence Kelly 
Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, DC 





Dear Mr. Kelly: 


Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the 
FBI, contacted me іп 1973 regarding ghe unavailability of 
American microfilm records of Nikola Tesla's unpublished diary 
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder). 


At the time I díscounted the possibility that these unpublished 
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments 
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military 
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary 
access to tbe entire collection. 


Two photos of each page exist. Ж 


After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and OSS performed > 
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my 

memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough 

time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla 

wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as 

difficult to translate as a foreign language. 


According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made 
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary, 
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball 
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction. 
(We copied the most significant portions, but feel more exists 


( 


ere 


engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receipt 

of an unpublished manuscript from John J. O'Neill's book 
(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim 
to milifary applications. Incidentally, some of O'Neill's 
descriptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exceeded 
A and are familiar with the experiments. At any 
rate, jere Axe three possible military applications. 
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First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balis (which destroyed 
his equipment) could be used to destroy aircraft. I have 
talked to AF personnel --such as 

who saw one inside his plane in flight--and 
found AF personnel fear these "rf balls," as they call them. 


Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 


Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--the propulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction, 

by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or Бо when following 
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 

exist. 


None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 
studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing 
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 
and involved techniques similar to Project Sanguine, that 

is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide 
aware of our research). 








Р.5. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 
I am notifying the C.I.A. 


Enclosures: 2 
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Paul Snipier, Associale Editor 


In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first atomic bomb was 
assembled, а man-made light- 
ning storm is now being un- 
leashed. The voltages of these 
lightning bolts—20 million 
volts—are the highest discharge 
voltages ever produced by man. 

Project Tesla, headed by 
Robert K. Golka and Dr. Robert 
W. Bass, is an attempt to 
artificially duplicate one of 
nature's rarest and inost terrify- 
ing phenomoena-— ball lightning. 
The experiments are based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikola 
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnifying trans- 
mitter to produce 3.5-in. light- 
ning balls that floated for 30 sec. 


The energy surplus 

Many physicists, including the 
eminent Dr. James Tuck, found- 
er of the U.S. fusion program, 
believe that the lightning ball 
holds the key to a fantastic, 


т => F же Temp Мидан p OAs ren p emen dm x - 


cheap and endless energy 
source—fusion power, or the 
energy source used by the stars 
and sun. The fuel is deuterium, 
Or heavy water, that can be 
inexpensively extracted from 
Ocean water to provide mankind 
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Fusion energy: wi 


in ball lightning provide the key? 
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Highest voltage continuously oscillating 
damped-wave lightning generator (ever 
produced by mankind) creates. a 
current of 1100A at 12.5 MV! Subsequent 
improvements raised this to a peak 
Current of 22004 at 20 MV. Further 
improvements could conceivably pro- 
duce bolts that exceed natural lightning 
(FOO му)! 
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with milions of years O’ . y. 
° Unfortunately, prog. oss in 


-fusion research, which has 


centered оп magnetic confine- 
ment and laser implosions, has 
been frustratingly slow and full 
of unpleasant surprises; and 
scientists warn that success 
could be as far off as four 
decades! But if these promising 
experiments under way э? Wen- 
dover, UT, are successfus, ew 

-nexpected confinement 
technique could unleash this 
energy source. 


In search of nature’s secrets... 

Ball lightning, a glowing 
sphere of red, orange or vellow 
plasma, often materializes dur- 
ing lightning storms and floats 
about, often against a strang 
wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on occa- 
sion, the sphere will “slip” 
through glass without breaking 
it. (The author recently investi- 
gated one such case in a 
hospital, іп which the lights 
were damaged.) At times it 
materializes inside or even 
Outside aircraft іп flight, seem- 
ingly impervious to deformation 
from the wind force. 


Witnesses of bal lightni 


have included such notables as ^ 


Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss- 
kopf, the Director of the MIT 
Physics Department. Another 
witness was Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson, who reported 
seeing it cross the breakfast 
table aboard the presidential 
plane. 

The accidental formation of 
ball lightning has been observed 
about once per year for the past 
decade inside building 985 at Hill 
AF Missile Radiographic Facility, 
UT. The volleyhall-size fireballs 
drop out of the space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
Mev linear accelerator. 

The ball of blue fire floats 


down to the floor, rolls around 


randomly and then rises again to 
the power-supply area where it 
dissipates without detectable 
damage. Despite troubleshoot- 
ing, no explanation can be 
found for this occurrence. 

On one occasion, lightning 
struck the building—a large 
concrete structure with а 60-Й. 
ceiling inside—and, simuitane- 
ously, an intense sphere of fire 
the size of a tennis ball formed 
above the conduit on the wall at 
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it. Лу shoulder level. It moved 
along the wall for a distance ùi 
some 30 ft., floated out anci 
around the neck and shoulder. 
of a person standing near the 
wall, moved back to the wall and 
continucd along for several feet 
until it intercepted а вішріек 
outlet on the conduit. At this the 
ball exploded, causing elec- 
trical damage throughout. 


A new state of matter? 

No presently known laws of 
physics can account for the 
Stability and bouncing of fire- 
balis unless it intludes surface 
tension. This hitherto unob- 
served state of matter is a new 
concept, since plasmas have 
never previously exhibited such 
strong surface tension. Also, 
presently known laws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Project Testa has developed a 
rigorous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball's absolute, 
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta- 
bility. Initial computer studies 
indicated a density range of 
109-104 стт", with a tempera- 

ww ^ 10-10% "K—or 
seven times hote.  . ne 
sun! O 
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Cnnptor $4 ° 275 ма el,pecowirdo жә” 
s Қаға, Ww өс wot ри hed чл 
TE^ A TRIES TO PREVENT WORLD R II. ОРЕ қ 
s о | Тоқ, т... ле?і hook y, ON +: wot ve 
' . | : «Ма cat E voto hove и 
. Whon Tesh was talking as a sciontist He “Was opposed tO sone rewe, 
wars On moral, economic and all practical and theorctical grounds. diro. 
But, like most scientists, when he stopped thinking as a sclontist,--eie 
апа let his emotions rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in J 
which he felt somo wars and situations were justifiable. Аз а > өлер bul 
scientist he was unwilling to have tho discoveries of scientists ir 244 
applied to the pruposes of ver makers, but when the emotional phase evv 
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willing to арр17у perme 
nis genius to devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying - »,/ 
protective devices. | the-2 wae be 


This attitude із exemplified in the following statement oe — 
which he prepared ín the twenties but did not publish: жымы 


"At present many of tho ablest minds are trying to devise = 
expedients for preventing a repetition of the ewful conflict which is 
only thooretically ended ami the duration and main issues of which I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914. The League is not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion 
of а number of competent men, may bring about results just the oppo- 
site. It is particulerly regrettable that a punitive policy was 
&doptod in framing the terms of peace because a few years hence it 
will bo possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or puns, 
by weapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and rango of 
which there is virtually no limit. Any city at any distance vhatso- 
ever from the onemy can be destroyed by bki: and no power on earth can 
stop hin from doing so. If we want fo avort om impending calamity ond 
û state of things which may transorm this glooe ‘nto an inferno, we 
should push the cevelopment o` flying machines and wireless transuission 
of energy without an instant!s delay and with all the power and re- 
sources of the nation." | | | | 

Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new invention | 
which embodied “death ray" characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. Не saw it: providing 
a curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, could 
uso as а protection against invasion. bhile he wight offer it as a 
defensive weapon, however, there would be nothing to stop military 
mon from using it es a weapon of offense. | | 

While I did not know the nature of Teslats plan I was con- 
vinced that it did embody many discoveries that would be of волшег- 
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. І 
folt thet if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his 
work that would have immediate commercial use he could derive an in- 
core from it which would enable him .to. proceed with his more elaborate 
. plans. То this end I sought to gain some insight into his thoughts, 
. that would eneble me to get a practical plan in operation. Thiz was 
no 3socret.to Tesla and ho successfully parried every thrust I made. 


The clearest conception I got, and that was largely froin 
scattered remarka, апа оу making deductions Ггоа theft, concerned a 
possible manner in which one phase of his curtain of protection 


might operate. This waa a "wer" angle and аз Е not interest 
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р mo, but since 4% inv^' ved "lightning balls," or "Tiro balls," I was 
| very curious. Fi lls had always fascina . о, and I had read 
everything 1 could day my hands on about theme . 


A fixe ball is a strange phonomenon associated with light- 
ning. Some of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become 
locked into a bell shaped structure which may be of any size from a 
couple of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a. perfect 
sphore, brightly incendescent and floats like a bubble, being eas 11у 
carried by air currents. They may last for a short time, from а 
fraction oí а’зесопа to many зссопбз. Іп this interval, during 
which thoy stay fairly close to the ground, tney may cono close to 
many objects without damaging them or being damaged by them. Sud- 
denly, for no known reason, the ball explodes doing as much emage . 
as а bomb, if close to structures, and. no damage if in the open, 


` The firo ball looked to me ‘Like a gigantically enlarged 
model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter, 
which acts as if it vere just a enherical area of space in which en 
amount of energy was crystallized to give it structure. I felt that 
if 4% were possible to discover ‘how -atlarge amount.of energy wes ^. - 
stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a new insight 
mipht be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda- 
mental particles of matter. Also this method of storing energy 
could bo applied to a thousand useful purposes. 


When I approached Tesla with pleas along this line to de- 
velop this possible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro- 
ply by indulging in a, not always, tolerant lecture on my gullability 
in belicving theorics about the complex structure of the atom. ‘Wil 

, he kad in earlier years discussed some: of Nis experi’ ces with fire 
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and ехрігіпса nis theory 
of their formation, he would not in tho later years permit himself 
to be drawn into а ciscussion of them as a possible part of his sys- 
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the clue wes "hot" but 
1 could bo completcly wrong in my conclusions. Tesla was very quick 
in dctecting my technique when I sought to narrow down а field by 
trying to get him to deny Жаза. when.he was adamant to direct 
9465620103. 


of fire balls in his exveriments at Colorado Springs in 1899. Не 
produced them quite by accident and saw them, more than once, explode 
| and shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus within his 
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of a fire ball, he Geclared, takes place with inconceivaboel violence. 


Г. Tesla became — ае ern the destructive characteristics 


He studied the process by which: they were produced, not 
because he wanted to producé them but in огаег to eliminate the con- 
ditions in which they were created. It is not pleasant, he related, 
to have a fire ball explcde in your vicinity for they will аза 
Lo enything they como in contact with. 
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"Parasiteoscillat з, or circuits, within t] main cir- 
cuit мого a source ” uanger from this cause. Frints of resistance 
Ап the main circuit, could result in minor оз. ..llating circuits be- 
tween terminals or between two points.oi resistance and these minor 
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than 
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by the main cur- 
rent of lower frequency. | . 


"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of operation by the dimination of all 
sources of losses the tire balls continued 20 occur but these were 
Gue to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents. 


"Prom these experiences it became apparent that the fire 
balls resulted from the interaction of two frequencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla- 
tion or the nain circuite TIC 


"As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through 
various rates of change. : In а current of shorter wavelength the 
rates of change will be stecper. When the two currents react on 
each other tho resultant complex will contain а wave in which there 
is an extremely steep rate of change, and for the bricfest instant 
currents may move at a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 
horsepower. | 

"This condition acts аз a trigger which may cause the total 
energy of the powerful longer wave to be discharged in ап infinitos- 
maliy small interval of time and at a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of energy movement which cannot confine itself to the 
metez circuit and із released into surrounding space with incon- 
ceivablo violence." е | 


It is but a step, from learning how a high frequency cur- 
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using 
the principle to design a system in which these explosions can be 
produced by intent. The following process appears a possible one 
but no eviaence is available that it is the one Tesla evolved: 
An oscillator, such as he used to send power wirelessly around the 
eerth at Colorado Springs, is беъ in operation at a frequency to which 
a given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would 
provice a greet number of spots in which electrical oscillations will 
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the 


- ship аз a whole. Tnese parcsiste_currents will react on the main 


current causing the production of fireballs wnich by thoir explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of the 
magazine which would also take place. А second oscillator may be :used 
to transmit the shorter wavelength current. | 


` Somewhat later I learned the reason for Tesla!s reticence 
to discuss details. This саме shortly after Stanley Baldwin re- 
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain. 


Tesla revealed that he had carried on negotiations with 
Prime Minister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Great 
Britain for $30,000,000 on the basis of his prosentation that the 
Gevice would provide complete protection for the British Isles 
against any enemy approaching by sea or air, end would provide an 
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oiiensive woupon to ‘mich юге кис no cefenne. До was сопуіпсоа, 
ho деси roc, of t! .ncority of kr. Chamocr'' ài nd his intent to 
adopt -the devico ы. it would have prevented е outbreak of the 

thóm threstening war, and would have made possible the continuation- 
undor tho Guress which this weapon would make possible = of the 


‘working agreement involving France, Germany end Britain to maintain 


the status quo in “urope. khon Chamberlin failed, at the Munich 
conference, to retain this state of European equilibrium it was 
necessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prize Minister 
who coulc make tho effort to shift ono corner of the triangle from 
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no virt о in Tesla's plan and 
preemptorially ended tne negotiationse 0 


Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne- 
gotiations with the British Government. With it there collapsed his 
hopes of providing a cemonstration of his most recent, and, what he 
considerec, kis most important discoveries. He did not, however, 
dwoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not mon- 
tion the matter again. He did not get another chance ue financo the 
Gemonstration of these discoveries. 


During the period in ‘which the wesoptations wero being 
carried on, Tesla declared, efforts had been made to steal the in- 
vention. His room had been entered and his papers exemined but the 
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. There was no danger, he said, 
that his invention could.be stolen for he had ut по time committed 
any part of it to paper. He could trust Біз попогу to preserve every 
fino dactail of his investigations. This waa true, he said, of all 
01 his later major discoveries. 


The nature of his system rvkes little difference now; he 
kas gone and. раз taken it witr him. Perhaps, if there is any com- 
munication from beyond the veil that separates this life from vhat- 
ever exists hereaftcr, Tesla may loox down upon earth's struggling 
mortals and find some way of dropping а hint concerning what hc 
accomplished; but, if the situation is such thet this cannot take 
plece, then we must avait until the human race produces another 


Tesla. 
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Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 


enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to 
furnish us this information, and your interest and 
courtesy are indeed appreciated. | 


Sincerely yours, " ow 


MAILED 6 е C 
| C. M, Kelley "NM 
APR 3 0107 | : р x 
‚939 б -. Clarence M. Kelley с а ш 
FBI p И Director Z : E » 





NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with 
last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request concerning 
papers of Dr. Nikola Tesla» Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943, 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous 
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. 
v an The book, “Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that 
р. Ар Adm. 2 4 ‘ Р . 
Dep. Ар w. the FBI took over а certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
тб: property.  Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of 
Ат" —the Department of Justice did so. Bufile 100-2237-23. 
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REC. | ae 7 
SM / 00 =) 3 7 -30 June 23, 1976 


Honorable мі а т r 2d SONT ANED 
rae — Al e A 
Washington, D. C. 20510 ur | 


Dear — pate 2. 2-2 8 


of June 16th 
= a 


Тһе effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
of Justice апд not by the FBI. Since we not participate 
in the handlina ө? Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am able to 
furnish the information you desire. 







А copy of your commmication and of this reply are 
beino referred to the Department of Justice and the enclosure 
to your communication is being returned as requested. 


Sincerely yours, 


C. M, Kelley 
Clarence М. Xelley 
Director 


Enclosure 
1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (2) 

Civil Division 
1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2) 
l - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2) 
NOTE: This response is consistent with past responses to 
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that the Office of Alien Property took — в of 
Dr. Tesla's aut following his death 
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Әнееі s бесу - 
FREEDOM OF INFCRMATION ACT DISCLOSURE Я жаманды 
REGARDING DR. NIKOLACTESLA 


үстүү 159 чү Pd 

PURPOSE: MEM, Вы б y 
E pate 2-9 
To reduce time spent on handling of requests for 


information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity 
of disclosure. 


DETAILS: 


А search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects 
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile 
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry- 
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies ы 
ОҒ this material have not been made and requesters have been 
SO advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file 
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disciosure. 
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to 4 
Dr. Tesla under the РОТА. Therefore, it is recommended that 
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be 
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses 
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for 
information on this subject. 


RECOMMENDATION: b 


That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch, 
Records Management "Division, add captioned case to their 


list of preprocessed cases and 5 Ф e any future requests 
for such information. уа е 37— 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan Fer СОЗ 


| mE : August 6, 1979 


| ма INFORMATION CONTAINED 
O: peat IS UNCLASSIE 


M DATE 2-3 





ur recent letter requesting information concerning 
Dr. has been received. 


The effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his 
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted material 
available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. How- 
ever, uncer the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been 





made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu- 
| ments available to you under Title 28--Code of Federal 
Requlations. 


If you are interested іп seeking Such documents 
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a 
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a 
Freedom of Information Act request, and direct it to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. Yn the 
er you must request documents regarding the specific topic 















-qf jinterest to you. ` REC. 79 
S Sincerely yours, gN 
d а (02-22372. 

> William Г. Bailey ау 

< Assistant Director | 2 AUG 7 1979 
Assoc. Dir. Enclosure i 7% — а: — 
Des Арна — Room 6958 ДЫ а» б. 
Aust, Dir.: (This correspondence response may engender a future РОТА in- 7 
Adm. Servs. quiry.) жола н эл 


Crim. Inv, __ ____ 
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RESEARCH AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 9 FEB 1981 


ENGINEERING 


Exi 2 

p» || MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION 

d SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U) 

= (U) We understand that the FBI may have possession o bs number of papers 


found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. Nicola Теѕ1а was a brilliant 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was" a pioneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 


(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. 1% would be very helpful to have access to his papers. 


(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 
E the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the 
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695-7417: 
i — — 


"d 2y 
— Са ы 
| R Allan J. MacLaren 
ESISTERED LtColonel, USAF 
| \ Military Assistant 


C 1052638 AU FORMATION СОС and Space Systems 
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Strategic arl Space Syaters 

Office of the Uncer Secreta ry 
of Defense 

Vashin-ton, D. C. 


“АДУ з, 


20301 5 


^ o os 


Dear Coloncl Maclaren: 


-AA А 
Your rezoranour ef Pecruixy 9 
tne scientific рарсга о” Dr. Nik 


10, 2 


LION 


EDERAL GOVERNMENT 
=, TATO! CONTAINED >. 


Е — pa UNCLASSI LED Nc. 
DATEN NASA. BA 


req.estin:; access іс 
а which right be іг. 


our files has bccn referred to .y-offlce for reply. 


А preii'iírary review of cur files indicates that tae 
F.I сіс net participetc in the handling ФЕ nr. Teals's belon:- 


lin. fcllowir: his death із 
„із pavers were exacincs by rer 
c1 Alien Prom rty; tie 


Scientific kesearcl anc Devclopocent. 
Arurtly were releese 
pr. ‘Tesla's nephew anc tho acrínistrator of bis esta 
tact 


pPCrB аср 


Vr. З БМаСУШ #150653 at 
ыы ылық NON Ор 


— 0 un 


deter doc lf we nove any infornetior 


Yo: will be rotifie^ 
earliest vossible cate. 


tc Ұс Cile. 
а tin. 
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1 - . Young = Enc. 
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"pu AD — 92222 ер авес with 


Exec AD LES Даг FOCUSSES for information dn ovr ‘files conoerrirg Dr. Tesla. 














нату рер artament ау” 


Чөк Yor}. City іс Jaruary, 1943. 


resentatives cf the Of fica 
the Office of 
In Pebruery, 194 
rosso. 






to иг. Lava “e 


t4 c vr? Xl, Teer s 


tC garou of соғ ігейсев is Бойс made to 


that misht be useful 


ме relit of this search PEU, 
DEM 22 2 d А 
Sírcerely, — аст E 
Jue f fran “ «лла 
/ nh 24 136] | 
Royer "€. Yor — — "m 


Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 


anc Public Affairs 
| | 
e © 15 
FOIPA, BG, who has hanclec sii: 


In nu- 
Saat the Office of Aller Property 
Tesla's ps pers d ter pie uisti., 


2..4 А a. pi gion 4-4: B 
Ci 712 JIVAIELC. 


— rerous pvrewious restons^s wc jave өзіс 
Гу 
Cm tee. tLe Berurtuekt of Fast dye inpycnegt. эт. 
Мет. LOwCeyocY, и. ої Fore ча Datdieatios, 
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Lanes; МОК LE. qus “ои are nox in their poss рейс. 
Lego! Coun. |... 
Plon. & Insp. — бе) 0 198 
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
Еее ans: “age Systets 
“Uitice of the Onder Secreterv 
— — —— 


OF Бе-е05з ALL ISSUMTION CONTAINED 
касіп: “ton, Oe €. 20321 hake EIN I UN CLASSIFIED — 
E DATE ANS A. B | 


Hoar Colonel BacLaren: 


conj lete pta гез of our retrisvavle filas eoacirn- 
in: Dr.e — еза shoga that all notes anc matoricl iz his 
bo£clletc DESTSTETUT at tuc bloc Dil his 16st" Өз SEC 7, 1 
were places in tie Cusatol; cl the hlien Property 338022425 
unlar soal Ly the Jüitcl Listes Govsrmwennt. Thee: isteri.ls 
havo sever Leica fl the care or custody of the РС}, 
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Bo Шалилгү I6 an 27, 2125925 га cert aut. naie 
= Оа тз {бя uL Жоғ СТЕ с OF Ту, та а 
н ИНЕ Bici Ч н Ер е а И eve Кек war Cil yr 
Coals be founa., Las effects were erasinol at the "an*tsttan 
загс мые арі Storage Zo свои at 520582 and Tel Ava nuc, Law York, 
Mew Тору, where they apparenti; were taker. after hie cocth. Dar- 
сәм zo Елі» сха ination were гергсвстізеікте Его. the 

# 


Uo. York an! vastingtco offices of the Alien Propert; Curttodíd3r, the 
Office of Scientific vesearer ane Jevelop.ent at the Nassa- 

chusatts Institu ‘ite of Technolesy, thle 072162 of Laval Intel- 
li,o;anco, and Unite: States 52982 Kesecreat.. The КОТ c14 not 
pervicipo.te dn this ezacinsticn. (65-47953 section 1) 






û мос the согліЗегеі orinion of a Scotian of those 
Oxauiners “that there ezizt aueny Dr. Tecla's papers anl possos- 
$ions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealic’ 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus which could be of 
сісзрісісепе valuc to this country or which woul? constitute а 

hazard in unfriencly hands.* Thare was thoucht to be no 
"RN tochníical or silitary reason why further custo3s of the property 
Барлы. BUOULS bt votaines. However, our files indicate that certain 


PETE ee papers, wich were resarde4’ as typical of Yitola Tesla's writings 
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н (с=з еу pice тш 


Public АН;. ОН. _ 
Telephone Ra. __ 
Director's $ес'у _ МАП, КООМ 
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lab 


Do besoin bit Aog ee eee | 


d i d _ Мама. سان‎ 


. Col. А. J. MacLaran 


А memo dated October 17, 1945, from ovr New York 
Office said that at that time Dr. Tecla 's effects remained 
ас the Мапһаһсап Storage Warshause in some 75 packing box es 
and trunks under seal bj thc New York oe ertment of Taxation. 
The rental for this storage, approximately $15 pêr month, 
wes being palê by Charlotte Muzar, 134 Cast 63rd ftreet, 
Кем Tork, Few York, who was listed аз an agent for Sava Xosanovish, 


“Әс. TesIe's nephew ang administrator of his estate. (65-47953-14) 







Qn October 26, 1945, 
а youne scientist "who hat been Tes 
` ы ә13 C^fiecc. 









la's ргозеје, 
With him 








{кәл а Fesearch development un 
These ne d 






allow the bearers of the Latter ac 
ei racks of TER Tesla. (65-47953-15) | "To" | р 


It was exploine?d to 0 ---: the 


FET Па! no jurisdiction over Tesla's effects, ап! they ware 
re:errod to the Office of the Allan Prorerty Custodian. Buraau 
files co not indicate whether the men ever examine? Tesla's 


belongings. (65-47953-15) 
The Tesla effects remained іп reome 52 ant 5L of the 


Manhattan Storage Company. In the 1950s, FBI Agents were told by 
company management that the only recorded visit had been заса 





by "Pederal authorities" in January, 1943. 
Simp i£ that the men ha! taken вгезгоца pho T 


kis description of the equipment ase! would tanl to show that 
a aicrofil* reproduction was made of the papers of the deceased. 


(65-47953- -27) 
Sur files do not r*flcct any rertinent information 


on the tesla materials since that date. Their current whereabouts 
or солдібісп are not reflected in our files. 


Por further information regarding this matter, you may 
wis’ to contact the Office of the Alien балы Custodian and 
the other Peceral acencies mentione] above. TE 


1 hope that wo have been of ass sistance to you. 





— aes EOIN 

Assistant Director in Char-re 
26 Concressional 

АГ Pwolig Affairs 


(COMTI ets = DUC) 


(a7) 


eee — —— r "Е 


ст. Col. А, 7. NacLaran 


ОТЕ: On February 9, 198), Col. масьагам wrote to ug inquiring 
@bout the Scientific papers of Dr. Nikola Tesla. Im 2 return 
letter of darch 9, we informed his that a thorough review of 

our files would be mate in search of tho information he requested. 
This was done ani he is bain; inforus4d of the results. Terla's 
papers have been the sabjeet of numerous іптсігіев by warious 
individuals ап? organizations since his Seatn. FRI receives 

over 20 FOIA requests on this gatter during the period 1973- 

19202, xatter coordinated with РОТА Section, ROD. 
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


WASHINGYON, D.C. 20301 “-- 





RESEARCH AND 


ENGINEERING 


' 1 APR 1981 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 


: и Mr. Roger S. Young 

d Assistant Director in Charge 

; Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Young, "md 
P — 


Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20, 1981,4іп 
с 
response to our request re Dr. . We very much appreciate the effort 
A y 
that must have gone On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 


(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank 





you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 


Sincerely, 


E 





Ош. MacLaren 

"Colonel, USAF 

ғ, Military Assistant 

ЖЕ c Strategic and “Space Systems 
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m ` 21 July 1981 à) 
| 49 


Director of the ЕВІ 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 





i 554 


While attending college, I came across, an article about the 
) / р Ы 
A PR * 
electrical genius, Nicolai — testa was an electrical 


(11 genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla ONSE == 
designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 
alternating current to the people. Тһе article, written in ап 
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 
worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 
that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's 
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec- 
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 
lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag- 
netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in 
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the: 
FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 
Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock 
out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy 
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and 


employment). А11 I want to know is if there is any truth to 





this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the 
archives opened again so that Tesla's work could come to light 
| again. Now bear in mind that this man was ATA. genius 
A да n: = 
and even had a unit of electrical measure named E 7: 2 / 
he did figure out à way to utilize the earth's electromagnetic 


4 | Я ^ DG X 1 198 
waves then I belfeve that we are ready to gradually phase out 


— re ere 







our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle 


Jo 


| 


East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into 


ét (072 
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һә Шм . mas oth ___ nai ا‎ == aa 


Space research, joint international research and deep-sea 
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 
the experts present projected times of producing significant 
gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 


heading. 


Sincerely, 


ЖФ 
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August 7, 1981 
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Judge Webster has referred your letter of July 21st 
to me for a reply. А check of our files indicates Dr. Nikola 
Tesla's effects were impounded after his death by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by - 
the FBI. While your interest із indeed appreciated, the FBI 
is unable to answer your questions as we did not participate 
in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of 
Dr. Tesla's belongings. 


To be as helpful as — ice I am of Jestios.. 
сору of this communication to 


Justice. 


^B. (ә 


Е: Director iB Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 
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Ee | died on 1/7/43 and we have received mph correspondence | 
жа enaos — À regarding his belongings which were dmpounded by the Office МЕЛІ 

Asst. Dir.: Y of Alien Property of the Department of раан 
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Thís communicatíen is classified "sebet" in its 





NIKOLA TE 












т 
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entirety. 


| Re telephone c , Cincinnati 
| | Division, to Supervisor IHQ, on 8/11/83. 





Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy 
each of pertinent pages from the 1981 book titled "Tesla: 
Man Out of Time" by Margaret Cheney, with important passages 
| underlined. 
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